Guy’s hospital act, 1724

Loi de 1724 sur I’hépital de Guy

[STATUTES OF GREAT BRITAIN, 1725] [1]

Anno Regni GEORGII REGIS
Magnce Britannice, Francice, & Hibernice,
UNDECIMO.

At the Parliament Begun and Holden at We/tmin/ter, the Ninth Day of
October, Anno Dom. 1722. In the Ninth Year of the Reign of our
Sovereign Lord GEORGE, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain,
France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c.

And from thence Continued by Jeveral Prorogations to the Twelfth
Day of November, 1724. Being the Third Seffion of this prefent

Parliament.

London, Printed by John Baskett, Printer to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty,

And by the Affigns of Henry Hills, decead’d.

1724.

[CHAP. XIL.]

An Act for Incorporating the Executors of the Laft Will
and Teftament of Thomas Guy, late of the City of
London, Efq; Deceafed, and others, in Order to the
better Management and Difpofition of the Charities

given by his faid Laft Will.

Preamble,
recitingthe
Laft Willof
Tho. Guy,
Efq; 1]

HEREAS Thomas Guy, late of the City of
London, E[q; Deceafed, having in his Life
time, at his own Cofts and Charges, erected in the
Parifh of St. Thomas in Southwark, One new large
Building, confifting of Two Squares, with feveral
other proper Edifices thereunto adjoyning or be-
longing,
did, on the Twenty feventh Day of December, in
the Year of our Lord One thoufand feven hun-
dred and twenty four, depart this Life, having
duly made and executed his Laft Will and Tefta-
ment, bearing Date the Fourth Day of September
before the faid Day of his Deceafe, and

in and by his faid Laft Will and Teftament, did
give, devife, and bequeath, all the reft and refi-
due of his Eftate, whatfoever and wherefoever,

[11[Source: a PDF copy of the original officially printed Act, downloaded from Attps./
/wellcomecollection.org/works/j5y7bge9/items. The chapter number 12 is not
shown in this source. This Act was passed (received royal assent) on 24 March
1725 but under the legal doctrine of the time it would have been deemed to have
come into force retroactively on 12 November 1724, the date of commencement
of the session. Note, however, that Thomas Guy died later on 27 December 1724
and his will was probated on 4 January 1725. Chapter, long title and preamble only
in Statutes at Large, Ruffhead (1763) vol 5 pp 523-526; Pickering (1765) vol 15
pp 212-217; Raithby (1811) vol 8 pp 698-705. The Act is reprinted in Copy of the
Last Will and Testament of Thomas Guy Esq. with an Act for incorporating the
Executors of the said Will (London, printed for the Governors of Guy’s Hospital,
1815).]
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both Real and Perfonal, after the payment of his
Debts, Legacies, and Funeral Charges therein
mentioned, and fubject to the Payment of feveral
Annuities and Yearly Sums therein bequeathed
(which faid refiduary Part of the faid Teftator’s
Eftate, is computed by the Executors of his [aid
Will, to be of the Value of Two hundred
thoufand Pounds[2] and upwards) unto Sir
Gregory Page, Baronet, Charles Joye and Wil-
liam Clayton, Efquires, Mr. Thomas Hollis, Sen-
ior, John Kenrick and John Lade, E[quires, Dr.
Richard Mead, Mofes Raper, E[quire, and Mr.
John Sprint, Governors of the prefent Hofpital
of St. Thomas, their Heirs, Executors, Admin-
iftrators, and A[figns refpectively, upon the
Truft, and for fuch Ufes, Intents and Purpofes,
as are therein directed and appointed, and

did thereby likewife ordain, conftitute and ap-
point the faid Sir Gregory Page, Baronet,
Charles Joye and William Clayton, Efquires,

17250524SGBc12_GuysHospital.fm

[2] [In 1725 the English pound represented 3.58 troy ounces of silver. The modern
(2022) Canadian price of silver is $28.33 per troy ounce. So that pound equates to
Can$101 in silver, and £200,000 would be like Can$20M. A more elaborate
comparison based on prevailing income levels (GDP per capita) in England in
1725 (£12.51) and in Canada in 2022 (about Can$70,000) suggests this colossal
sum would be comparable to Can$1.1B today.]
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Mr. Thomas Hollis, Senior, John Kenrick and
John Lade, Efquires, Dr. Richard Mead, Mofes
Raper, Efquire, and Mr. John Sprint, Executors
of his faid Laft Will, on Truft, as aforefaid, That
until fuch Incorporation by Letters Patent, or Act
of Parliament, as is therein directed, could be
obtained and take Effect, his faid Executors, and
therein laft mentioned Truftees, their Heirs, Ex-
ecutors, Adminiftrators, and A[Jigns, and after-
wards fuch Corporation, fhould, out of the Refid-
uum of his Eftate, or the Rents, Intere/ts, or other
Profits thereof,

carry on, erect, finifh, and fit up, the Two New
Squares of Buildings in Southwark, by him
then fometime [ince began, and intended for an
HoJpital for reception of [uch Sick Perfons as
are therein after mentioned, and fuch other
Erections, Offices, and Buildings, as fhould, in
the Opinion of his faid Executors and Trustees,
be for that Purpofe further neceffary; and

alfo provide and furnifh the fame with Beds,
and all other Conveniencies, for the reception
of, and

receive and entertain therein, Four hundred
poor Perfons, or upwards, labouring under any
Diftempers, Infirmities, or Diforders, thought
capable of relief by Phyfick or Surgery, but
who, by reafon of the [mall hopes there might
be of their Cure, or the length of Time, which
for that Purpofe might be required or thought
neceffary, were, or might be adjudged or called
Incurable, and as fuch, not proper Objects to
be received into, or continued in the prefent
HoJpital of St. Thomas, or other HoJpitals, in
and by which no Provifion had been made for
Diftempers deemed or called Incurable, (of
whom he declares his Mind to be, that they
receive and entertain Lunaticks, adjudged or
called, as aforefaid, Incurable, not exceeding
Twenty in Number at one time) [uch poor
Perfons to be chofen and appointed by his faid
Executors and Truftees, out of

Juch Patients and Perfons, who |hall be
difcharged out of the Hofpital of St. Thomas
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not fit to be continued in the faid Hofpital of
St. Thomas or Bethlehem, or other Ho/pitals,
or

Juch other poor fick Perfons or Lunaticks, as
under fuch, or the like Circum/tances, fhould
apply to his faid Executors and Truftees for
Relief, at the Difcretion and Pleafure of his
Jaid Executors and Truftees, to whom he
Jubmits the feveral Species or Kinds of fick
Perfons deemed or called Incurable, who
Jhall be admitted into the faid intended
HoJpital; and

has further thereby directed, that his faid Exec-
utors and Truftees [hould provide fuitable and
proper Diet, Phyfick, and all other Nece[Jaries,
for the Maintenance, Relief, or Cure of fuch fick
Perfons, during their Lives, or for Jo long time
as his faid Executors and Truftees [hould think
fit to continue them under their Care, in the [aid
intended Hofpital; and

hath thereby further declared his Mind and Will
to be, that fuch poor [ick Perfons received into,

and entertained in the faid intended HoJpital,
Jhould be

Jubject at all Times to his [aid Executors and
Truftees, and to Juch Rules and Orders as they
Jhould think fit to make for their Behaviour in
the faid intended Ho[pital, and

liable to be expelled from thence and removed
at the pleafure of his faid Executors and
Truftees, and other like fick Perfons admitted
and entertained in their room; and

thereby further declares his Mind and Will to be,
that, ifhis faid Executors and Truftees fhould not
find Caufe, or fhould on any Account whatfoev-
er not think fit to keep all, or great part of the
Beds or Wards in the faid intended Hofpital,
filled and fupplied with [ick Perfons deemed or
called Incurable, it fhould be lawful for them to
caufe any number of the [aid Beds or Wards to
be filled and made ufe of in like manner, and
with like Patients, as the Beds in the Hofpital of
St. Thomas are ordinarily ufed for;

all which Patients o to be received and taken in
from Time to Time into the faid intended Ho|pital,
length of Time for that Purpofe required or as Incurable, or otherwife, he hath declared his
thought necefJary, and on fuch, or any other Mind to be, That his faid Executors and Truftees
Account, adjudged or called Incurable, and Jhould provide in all Things, as near as might be,

or Bethlehem, or other Hofpitals, on account
of the fmall hopes of their Cure, or the great
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according to the Courfe, Cuftoms, and Ufage of
late Years prevailing and practifed in the [aid
prefent Hofpital of St. Thomas; and

he hath thereby further

declared his Mind and Will to be, and for the
better and more regular Difpofition and Man-
agement of the Affaires and Bufine/s of the [aid
intended Hofpital, and for perpetuating the
Charity thereby intended, and the Provifion for
the fame, he hath thereby ordered and appointed,
and earneftly defired and entreated his faid Ex-
ecutors and Truftees, forthwith after his De-
ceafe, by humble Application to His Majefty, or
to the Legiflature, to endeavour to obtain Letters
Patent under the Great Seal, or an Act of Parlia-
ment, Incorporating his faid Executors and laft
named Truftees, together with

Mr. Benjamin Braine, Senior, Mr. Thomas
Clark, William Cole, E[quire, Doctor Thomas
Crow, Doctor Francis Fauquier, Mr. Jofhua
Gee, Mr. Mathew Howard, Doctor Edward
Hulfe, Mr. Samuel Leffingham, Mr. Henry
Lovell, Mr. Samuel Monk, Mr. Jofeph Paice,
Senior, Mr. Daniel Powle, Mr. Thomas Styles,
Senior, and alfo Robert Atwood, Robert
Briftow, and Jonathan Blackwell, Efquires,
Mr. James Brooks, Deputy Richard Chauncy,
Richard Chifwell, E[quire, Deputy John Car-
bonnel, William Dawfon and Richard Ducane,
Efquires, Sir Peter Eaton and Sir Nathaniel
Gould, Kts. Thomas Gearing and Peter God-
frey, Efquires, Mr. Nathaniel Garland, Mr.
John Gunfton, Edmund Halfey, E[quire, Mr.
Henry Hankey, Mr. Thomas Hucks, Mr. Wil-
liam King, Mr. James Lamb, Mr. James Leav-
er, Mr. Percival Lewis, Captain Daniel Locke,
John London, E[quire, Thomas Malyn, Junior,
and Nathaniel Micklethwaite, Efquires, Mr.
Samuel Mayo, Mr. Thomas Martin Mr. Fran-
cis Moult, Mr. Jofiah Nicholfon, Mr. Nathaniel
Newnham, Jeremiah Sambrooke, Efquire, Mr.
Samuel Sheafe, John Smith, Efquire, Sir John
Tafh, Knight, Peter Theobalds, E[quire, and
Mr. James Townfhend, of Cheapfide, (the faid
Gentlemen being then all Governors of the
prefent Hofpital of St. Thomas) or fo many of
the faid Gentlemen, as fhould be living at the
Time of procuring [uch intended Corporation,
and willing to become Members thereof, and
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so many other Gentlemen, Governors, or re-
puted Governors of the prefent Hofpital of St.
Thomas, or others, by his faid Executors, or the
major Part of them to be appointed, as, together
with his faid Executors and other the Gentle-
men abovenamed, fhall make up the Number
of Fifty at the leaft, and not exceed Sixty, and

their SuccefJors, in manner by [uch Letters
Patent or Act of Parliament directed and ex-
preffed, to be from Time to Time elected and
admitted Members of fuch intended Corpora-
tion,

into one diftinct and feparate Body Politick or
Corporate, with perpetual Succeffion, for the
better managing and governing of the Jaid in-
tended Hofpital, and for the better fettling and
applying the faid Refidue of his Eftate for fuch
UJes as aforefaid, and for fuch other and further
UJes as are therein after appointed, with a
Prefident and Treafurer, and fuch other Officers
of the faid intended Corporation, as by his [aid
Executors fhould be thought neceffary or con-
venient in fuch Letters Patent or Act of Parlia-
ment to be named and appointed, and in manner
therein directed,

to be from time to time for ever thereafter
Jucceffively into fuch refpective Offices elect-
ed and admitted by fuch Name or Names, as to
His Majefty or the Legiflature [hould feem
proper, and

by fuch Name or Names to have perpetual
SuccefJion,

with Power to have and ufe a feparate and
diftinct Common Seal for the neceffary Af-
fairs of the faid intended Corporation, and

with Power by Juch Name or Names as
aforefaid, to have, hold, take, enjoy, aliene,
transfer, and difpofe of the faid thereby be-
fore devifed Refiduary Part of his Eftate, and
therewith or with any Part thereof, to pur-
chafe, take, and enjoy Me[fJuages, Lands,
Tenements, Fee-Farm Rents, or other Eftates
of Inheritance, for perpetuity or otherwife,
and to the Value of the faid Refiduary Part of
his Eftate, or to fuch further or other yearly
Value, as to His said Majefty or the Legifla-
ture [hould feem convenient, and
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with Power and Capacity in Law to fue and
be Jued, implead and be impleaded, anfwer
and be anfwered unto by fuch Name or
Names as aforefaid, in any Court or Courts
of Record or elfewhere, and

with fuch other Powers, Privileges, and Ca-
pacities in Law, as to His Majefty or the
Legiflature fhould feem meet to be granted
and

declared his Mind and Will to be, and further
defired his Jaid Executors and laft named
Truftees, by fuch humble Application as
aforefaid, to His Majefty or the Legiflature, to
endeavour to obtain and procure that by fuch
Letters Patent or Act of Parliament, as aforefaid,
a Committee be appointed of One and Twenty
of the Members of [uch intended Corporation,
for the more conftant and ordinary Management
and Application of the faid Refiduary Part of his
Eftate, and of the Charity thereby intended,

to which Committee, or to fuch Number of them
as Jfhould be thought convenient, when convened
and affembled, by and with the Prefident and
Treafurer of the faid intended Corporation, or one
of them he

hath declared his Will and Defire to be,

That his faid Executors and Truftees, by fuch
Letters Patent or Act of Parliament as
aforefaid, endeavour to have granted and ap-
pointed fuch Powers as may enable them in the
moft effectual Manner to manage, fettle, and
apply the [aid Refiduary Part of his Eftate, and
the Rents, Interefts, Dividends, or other Profits
or Produce thereof, to fuch Ufes as by his faid
laft Will are directed and appointed; and

that by fuch Letters Patent or Act of Parliament
it might be Provided, That Seven of the faid
Committee of One and Twenty, or one third
Part thereof at the leaft, may Yearly, and every
Year go out of and be excluded their refpective
Places, as Members of the faid Committee, by
the Appointment of a General Court or Affem-
bly of the Members of the faid intended Cor-
poration, to be affembled and convened by the
Prefident or Treafurer of fuch intended Corpo-
ration, Yearly and every Year, at a time or
times in fuch Letters Patent or Act of Parlia-
ment to be appointed; and
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that for that purpofe at fuch General Court or
Affembly as aforefaid, Fourteen of the Mem-
bers of the faid Committee, for the Year next
preceding fuch General Court or Affembly, be
first elected and chofen Members of the faid
Committee for the Year then next enfuing, and
Seven other Perfons out of Fourteen of the
Members of the faid intended Corporation,
who were not Members of the [aid Committee
for the Year then next preceding, to be first
nominated by the faid Committee for the Year
next preceding, be by and at fuch General
Court and A[fembly, as aforefaid, elected and
appointed Members of the faid Committee, for
the year then next enfuing such Election; and

that in and by fuch Letters Patent or Act of
Parliament it be further Provided and Appoint-
ed, that the Management and Accounts of the
Jaid Committee of One and Twenty, be, from
time to time, [ubject to the Approbation or
Difallowance of a General Court or Affembly
of the Members or Governors of [uch intended
Corporation, to be from time to time convened
and Jummoned by proper and convenient No-
tice, by the Prefident or Treafurer of [uch in-
tended Corporation for the time being; and

did further declare his Mind, Will and Desire to
be, That his Executors, by like humble Applica-
tion as aforefaid, fhould endeavour to procure
and obtain,

that, by fuch Letters Patent or Act of Parlia-
ment as aforefaid, the [aid Sir Gregory Page,
Baronet, be appointed the First Prefident of the
Jaid intended Corporation, and the [aid
Charles Joye, E[quire, the First Treafurer
thereof, and the faid William Clayton, Efquire,
Mr. Thomas Hollis, Senior, John Kenrick and
John Lade, Efquires, Doctor Richard Mead,
Mofes Raper, Efquire, and Mr. John Sprint,
and the [aid Mr. Benjamin Brain, Senior, Mr.
Thomas Clark, William Cole, Efquire, Doctor
Thomas Crow, Doctor Francis Fauquier, Mr.
Jofhua Gee, Mr. Matthew Howard, Doctor
Edward Hulfe, Mr. Samuel Leffingham, Mr.
Henry Lovell, Mr. Samuel Monk, Mr. Jofeph
Paice, Mr. Daniel Powle, and Mr. Thomas
Styles, be appointed the Firft Members of the
Jaid therein before mentioned and intended
Committee, for the more conftant and ordinary
Management of the [aid Refiduary Part of his
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Eftate, and Charity thereby intended; or in
Case of the Death of any of the Gentlemen laft
above named, or their Refufal to accept of the
refpective Trufts thereby intended, as
Prefident, Treafurer, or Members of the [aid
Committee, then fuch other fit and able
Perfons to be named and appointed by his faid
Executors, to be Prefident, Treafurer, and
Members of the faid Committee, making up
the faid Number of One and Twenty; and

that by fuch Letters Patent, or Act of Parlia-
ment, as aforefaid, it be Provided and Granted,

that the future Elections of the Prefident and
Treafurer of the faid intended Corporation,
and alfo the Election of the Phy/icians and
Surgeons, and of the Register, or Clerk and
Solicitor, and of the Chaplain to be employed
in and about the Charity thereby intended, be
referred to and referved for the Members and
Governors of the faid intended Corporation,
or the major Part of them in General Court
affembled as aforefaid, as alfo their removal,
difplacing, and filling up; and

that the Offices of the Apothecary, Steward,
Matron, Cook, Sifters, and all other Officers
to be employed in and about the faid intended
HoJpital and Charity, be referred to the Elec-
tion of the faid intended Committee and their
SuccefJors, and by them, and at their Pleafure
to be altered, and the refpective Officers to
be removed, difplaced, fupplied, and filled
up; and

he the Jaid Teftator

hath hereby declared his Mind and Will further
to be, that, as foon as fuch intended Corporation
can be obtained and take Effect, his faid Execu-
tors do forthwith pay, afJign, transfer, and, in due
form of Law, convey and make over all the [aid
Refiduary Part of his Eftate therein before
devifed to them, or fo much thereof as fhould not
have been applied and expended in and about the
Execution of his Jaid Will, to and for the Ufes
thereby directed and appointed, [ubject to the
Payment of the feveral Annuities therein before
devifed, to the faid thereby intended Corporation
and their Succeffors, upon the Trufts, and to be
by them applied, from time to time, to and for
such Ufes, Intents, and Purpofes, as are in his
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Jaid Will for that Purpofe directed and appoint-
ed; and

has declared his Will further to be,

that the [aid Prefident, Treafurer, Committee,
and Governors intended to be incorporated as
aforefaid, do, as foon as the fame can be done
conveniently, lay out the Surplus of the faid
Refiduary Part of his Perfonal Eftate, or Jo
much thereof, as fhall not be expended in
building, furnifhing, and fitting up the faid two
Squares of Building, or other the neceffary
Charges and Disburfements for [uch Purpofes,
in the Purchafe of Me[Juages, Lands, Ground-
Rents, Fee-Farm Rents, or other Eftates of
Inheritance, or the Reverfion thereof in Fee-
Simple, to the Intent that the Yearly and other
Rents and Profits of fuch Purchafes, together
with the Rents and Profits of the faid Refiduary
Part of his Real Eftate, be from time to time
applied to, and become a perpetual Provifion
for the Maintenance and Cure of fuch poor fick
Perfons, as are to be received into, and enter-
tained in the faid intended Hofpital, and for
defraying and anfwering all other the conftant
neceffary Charges and Expences in and about
the fame; and

that, until the faid Refiduary Part of his Perfon-
al Eftate fhall be laid out in Purchases, as
aforefaid, the Intereft, Dividends, and other
Income, or Profits thereof, be from time to
time, applied to fuch Purpofes, as are before
appointed for the Application of the Rents and
Profits of fuch Purchafes; and

he hath declared his Mind and Will further to be,
that, if it fhall appear to the Prefident, Treafurer,
and Governors, to be incorporated, as aforefaid,
that the Yearly, and other Rents and Profits of the
Jaid Refiduary Part of his Real Eftate, and of the
Lands, MefJuages, or other Eftates to be pur-
chafed, as aforefaid, (hall be more than [ufficient
to provide for, and anfwer the Maintenance and
Cure of fuch poor fick Perfons, as are thereby
directed to be received into, and entertained in the
Jaid two New Squares of Building, and other
neceffary Charges and Expences upon or about the
Jaid intended Hofpital, it fhould be lawful for the
Jaid Prefident, Treafurer, and Governors, incorpo-
rated as aforefaid, in General Court, to be affem-
bled, and convened, as aforefaid, or the Major Part
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of them, to lay out, expend, and apply, or direct
and impower the faid Committee, to lay out, ex-
pend, and apply, fuch Surplus of the Rents, and
Profits of the faid Refiduary Part of his Real
Eftate, and of other the Me[Juages, Lands, and
other Eftates to be purchafed, as aforefaid, to and
for the Relief of [uch other poor [ick Perfons, or
Juch other proper objects of Compa/Jion, as, from
time to time, to the faid Prefident, Treafurer, and
Governors incorporated, as aforefaid, fhould ap-
pear moft worthy and deferving of Pity and Relief,
or for fuch other Publick and Charitable Ufes and
Purpofes, as they Jhould think convenient, as in
and by the [aid Laft Will and Teftament, relation
being thereunto had, may more fully appear:

And whereas the [aid recited Lajt Will and
Teftament of the [aid Thomas Guy, deceafed, hath
been fince duly proved in the Prerogative Court of
Canterbury, and the Administration thereof com-
mitted on their Application for that Purpofe, under
the Seal of that Court, to the faid above-named
Charles Joye, John Lade, and John Kenrick,
E[quires;

And whereas the faid Charity deferveth to be
promoted and encouraged, and will greatly tend to
the Honour and Good of the Publick, and the good
and generous Intentions ot the [aid Teftator cannot
be fo well and fully effected as by an act of
Parliament;

and therefore for the promoting, eftablifhing,
making Good and Effectual the faid Pious and
Charitable Intentions of the faid above-named
Teftator, in his faid laft Will expreffed;

May it pleafe Your moft Excellent Majefty, at
the humble Petition of Your Majefty’s moft Duti-
ful Subjects, the [aid Sir Gregory Page, Charles
Joye, William Clayton, Thomas Hollis, John Kc-
nrick, John Lade, Doctor Richard Mead, Mofes
Raper, and John Sprint, Executors of the Jaid
above recited Lajt Will and Teftament of the faid
Thomas Guy deceafed; That it may be Enacted,
and be it Enacted by the King’s moft Excellent
Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Com-
mons in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by
the Authority of the fame,
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that

the faid abovenamed Sir Gregory Page,
Charles Joye, William Clayton, Thomas Hol-
lis, John Kenrick, John Lade, Doctor Richard
Mead, Mofes Raper, and John Sprint, together
with the [aid Benjamin Braine, Thomas Clark,
William Cole, Thomas Crowe, John Francis
Fauquier, Jofhua Gee, Mathew Howard, Ed-
ward Hulfe, Samuel Leffingharn, Samuel
Monk, and John Osborn, Citizen and Stationer
of London, and the faid Jofeph Paice, Daniel
Powle, Thomas Styles, Robert Atwood, Robert
Briftow, Jonathan Blackwell, James Brooke,
Richard Chauncy, Richard Chifwell, John
Carbunnell, Richard Ducane, Sir Peter Eaton,
and SirJofeph Eyles, Knight, one of the prefent
Sheriffs of the City of London, and the faid Sir
Nathaniel Gould, Thomas Gearing, Nathaniel
Garland, John Gunfton, Edmund Halfey, Hen-
ry Hankey, Thomas Hucks, William King,
James Lamb, James Leaver, Percival Lewis,
Daniel Lock, John London, Thomas Malyn,
Nathaniel Micklethwaite, Samuel Mayo,
Thomas Martin, Francis Moult, Jofiah
Nicholfon, Nathaniel Newnham, and John Ol-
imus of the Old Jury in London, Efquire, and
the faid Jeremiah Sambrooke, Samuel Sheafe,
John Smith, Sir John Tafh, Peter Theobalds,
and James 'Townfhend, being the [everal
Perfons for that Purpofe named, in and by the
Jaid Lajt Will and Teftament of the faid Thom-
as Guy, deceafed, who are now Living, and
willing to become Members of fuch Corpora-
tion, as is therein mentioned and intended, or

otherwife, in purfuance of his faid Will, by his
Jaid Executors, or a major part of them for that
Purpofe named, and their Succeffors, in Man-
ner herein after directed and appointed to be
elected and named Members or Governors of
the fame,

Jhall be and are hereby declared and adjudged to
be one Body Corporate and Politick, in Deed,
and in Name, by the Name of the Prefident and
Governors of the Hofpital founded at the Jole
Cofts and Charges of Thomas Guy Efquire, and

that by the fame Name of the Prefident and
Governors of the Hofpital aforefaid, they fhall
have perpetual Succeffion, and a Common Seal,
with Power to change, alter, break, and make
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New the fame, when, and as often as they [hall
judge Expedient, and

that they and their Succeffors, by the name
aforefaid, fhall be able and capable in Law, to
have, hold, receive, enjoy, pofJfefs, and retain to
them, and their Succeffors, all and every the
Eftate, or Eftates, Real or Perfonal, by the [aid
Thomas Guy bequeathed or devifed, and in them
vefted and fettled, for the Charitable Ends and
Purpofes mentioned in his faid Will, and in this
Act, and

that they and their SuccefJors,

by the Name aforefaid, fhall be able and capa-
ble in Law, by, with, or out of the [aid Real or
Perfonal Eftate, or the produce thereof, to pur-
chafe, receive, have, hold, enjoy, pofJefs, and
retain to them, and their SuccefJors, in Perpe-
tuity, or for any Term or Terms of Years, or
other Estate, Me[Juages, Lands, Tenements,
Rents, and Hereditaments, of what kind, na-
ture, or quality foever, not exceeding in the
whole Twelve thoufand Pounds [3] per Annum,
above Reprizes, and to Jell, alien, or exchange,
demife, or leafe the fame, or any Part thereof,
as they fhall think convenient, and,

by the Name aforefaid to fue and be fued,
implead and be impleaded, anfwer and be
anfwered unto, in any Court or Courts of Re-
cord, and elfewhere, and to do and execute all
and f[ingular other Matters and Things, that to
them fhall appertain to do or be done in and
about the Premiffes, in purfuance of the faid
herein before recited Laft Will and Teftament
of the faid Thomas Guy, deceafed.

And be it further Enacted by the Authority
aforefaid, That there be, from time to time, and for
ever hereafter, one Prefident, one Treafurer, and
one and Twenty Committees of the faid hereby
erected Corporation, who [hall have the Manage-
ment and Direction of the [aid Eftate, by the faid
Thomas Guy devifed or bequeathed, and hereby
vefted in the fame Corporation, and all other the
Eftate, Revenues, and Affairs of the faid hereby
erected Corporation, and

[31 [£12,000: Can$1.2M in silver today; but based on relative incomes more like

Can$67M.]
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that the [everal Perfons herein after named, fhall
be, and they are hereby declared to be the
Prefident, Treafurer, and One and Twenty Com-
mittees of the hereby erected Corporation, being
the feveral Perfons in and by the faid Laft Will and
Teftament of the faid Thomas Guy, deceafed, or
by his faid Executors abovenamed, and in
purfuance of his faid Will, for that Purpofe named
and appointed, viz.

the faid Sir Gregory Page Baronet, to be the
Prefident, and

the faid Charles Joye E[quire, the Treafurer, and

the faid William Clayton, Thomas Hollis, John
Kenrick, John Lade, Richard Mead, Mofes Rap-
er, John Sprint, Benjamin Braine, Thomas
Clarke, William Cole, Thomas Crowe, John
Francis Fauquier, Jofhua Gee, Mathew How-
ard, Edward Hulfe, Samuel Le[fingham, Samuel
Monk, John Osborn, Jofeph Paice, Daniel
Powle, and Thomas Styles, the One and Twenty
Committees.

And be it further Enacted by the Authority
aforefaid, That the [aid herein before named, or
hereafter to be elected Prefident, Treafurer, and
Committees, [hall continue for the [everal times
herein after mentioned (that is to Jay) The
Prefident and Treafurer abovenamed, or hereafter
to be elected,

until the feveral times of their Deceafe, or

until they fhall be removed refpectively by a
General Court, or Affembly of the Members or
Governors of the faid hereby erected Corpora-
tion, to be convened and affembled by the
Prefident, Treafurer, or any Seven of the [aid
Committees, for the time being, by Notice there-
of, at the then ufual Places of Abode of every of
the Members or Governors of the [aid hereby
erected Corporation, for the time being, then
refiding within the Cities of London or Weftmin-
ster, or the Borough of Southwark, or within
Five Miles Diftance thereof, or

until they fhall feverally make their Election to
refign ; and

The fir[t
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that in cafe of the Death, or Removal, or Re[ig-
nation of the [aid herein above named Prefident or
Treafurer, or of any future Prefident or Treafurer
to be at any Time or Times hereafter elected, o to
be refpectively at a General Court or Affembly of
the faid Corporation, to be convened or affembled
by the faid Prefident or Treafurer, or any Seven of
the faid Committees for the time being, by [uch
Notice as aforefaid,

Jome other fit and able Perfon, being a Member
of the faid Corporation, fhall be, within Forty
Days next after fuch Death, Removal, or Refig-
nation, elected and chofen to be Prefident and
Treafurer of the [aid hereby erected Corporation,
in the Room of the Prefident or Treafurer fo
deceafed or removed, or who fhall have made
his Election to refign as aforefaid; and

the Perfon who Jhall be [o elected, fhall be the
Prefident or Treafurer accordingly; and

that the faid feveral Perfons, Committees, above
named, fhall continue and remain Jo to be, until
the Second Day of November now next enfuing,
and from thenceforth for the Space of One Year
then next following, and until the faid Second Day
of November, in the Year of our Lord, One
thoufand feven hundred and twenty [ix;

on which faid laft mentioned Second Day of
November, and fo on the Second Day of November
inevery Year, Yearly for ever thereafter, or within
Fourteen Days next after, by a General Court or
AfJembly to be then convened and fummoned by
the Prefident or Treafurer, or any Three of the
Committees aforefaid, for the time being, by fuch
Notice as aforefaid, One and twenty Members or
Governors of the faid hereby erected Corporation,
of whom Seven, or One Third part at the leaft, [hall
not have been Committees for the Year then next
preceding, fhall be appointed and chofen Commit-
tees for the Year then next following, who, after
such Election, fhall continue and remain Juch,
until the next General Court or Affembly, to be
Annually held for the Election of Committees as
aforefaid.

And be it further Enacted by the Authority
aforefaid, that the Prefident or Treafurer, or either
of them, with any Seven or more of the [aid
Committees for the time being, when convened
and affembled for that Purpofe by proper and
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convenient Notice thereof given by the [aid
Prefident or Treafurer, for the time being, to every
of the faid Committees then refiding in the Cities
of London or Weftminster, or the Borough of
Southwark, or within Five Miles Diftance thereof,
Jhall make a full Court of Committees, and fhall
be called a Court of Committees, and fhall have
full Power, when convened and affembled as
aforefaid, in the Name of the faid Prefident and
Governors of the Hofpital aforefaid, and on their
Account, to fell, alien, demife, lend out, or other-
wife difpose of, all and every, or any Part of the
Eftate of the faid Thomas Guy deceafed, devifed,
or bequeathed, and hereby vefted in the faid Cor-
poration, and all other the Monies and Eftates of
or belonging to the faid Prefident and Governors
hereby incorporated, and therewith, or with any
Part thereof, to purchafe any Lands, Me[Juages,
Tenements, or other Eftates whatfoever, not ex-
ceeding, in the Yearly Value thereof, the [aid
aforementioned Sum of Twelve thoufand
Pounds [3] above Reprizes, for the Ufe of the faid
Corporation and their Succeffors, and with and
under their Common Seal, to enter into any Cov-
enants or Contracts for the Purpofes aforefaid, as
they fhall think fit, for the better effecting and
carrying on fuch good and charitable Purpofes as
are herein mentioned and intended, and to appoint
and choofe, and at their Pleafure to remove,
difplace, and fupply fuch Officers, Servants, and
other Perfon or Perfons to he employed for the
Purpofes herein mentioned and intended, or other
the Affairs of the faid Corporation (other than and
except Juch Officers or Perfons, as are herein after
directed to be appointed and chofen at a General
Court or Affembly of the faid hereby erected
Corporation) and to appoint and determine fuch
Salaries, Perquifites, or other Rewards for their
Labour or Service therein, as they fhall approve of
and think fit, and to take in fuch poor, [ick,
maimed, or wounded Perfons under their Care, as
they fhall judge proper Objects of the Charity
hereby intended, and to make fuch Provifion for
their Maintenance and Cure as they fhall think
neceffary and convenient, and to do, manage,
tranfact, and determine all fuch other Matters and
Things, as fhall to them appear necefJary or con-
venient for the effecting or carrying on the Pur-
pofes hereby intended; and, for the neceffary Dif-
patch of any the Affairs aforefaid, to depute and
appoint any Perfon or Perfons, Members or Gov-
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ernors of the [aid hereby erected Corporation, for
the Management or Tranfaction thereof in their
Place and Stead:

Provided neverthelefs, that the Management,
Tranfactions, and Accounts of the faid Prefident,
Treafurer, and Committees, and all and every
other Perfon or Perfons by them to be appointed
or deputed as aforefaid, be, from Time to Time,
and at all Times hereafter, fubject and liable to
Juch Audit and Infpection, Allowance, Difallow-
ance, and Controul, of all or fuch of the Members
or Governors of the faid hereby erected Corpora-
tion, as by any By-Laws or Ordinances of the fame
Corporation fhall be for that Purpofe conftituted
and appointed.

Provided alfo, and be it further Enacted and
Declared, That if any Sale or Sales fhall at any
time hereafter be made by the faid Corporation or
their Succeffors, of all or any the Lands, Tene-
ments, or Hereditaments hereafter to be purchafed
by them in purfuance of this Act, then, and in
every or any fuch Cafe, all the Money arifing by
any [uch Sale or Sales fhall, with all convenient
Speed, be reinvefted or laid out in fome other
Purchafe of Lands or Tenements of Inheritance,
for the UJe of the faid Corporation and their Suc-
ceffors for ever, for the Charitable Purpofes
aforefaid.

And to the Intent that there never may be want-
ing a competent Number of Members or Gover-
nors of the faid hereby erected Corporation, for
perpetuating the Succeffion thereof, and for fup-
plying and filling up the feveral Places of
Prefident, Treafurer, and Committees above men-
tioned,

Be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid,
That it fhall and may be lawful for a full Court or
Court of Committees of the faid hereby erected
Corporation, in fuch Manner, as is herein before
mentioned, to be convened and held, from Time
to Time, and as often as they fhall think conven-
ient, to elect and choofe Jome other fit and able
Perfon or Perfons, to be a Member or Governor,
or Members or Governors of the faid hereby erect-
ed Corporation, in the Room and Place of fuch of
the Perfons above named, or to be, from Time to
Time, elected Members or Governors as aforefaid,
who Jhall happen to depart this Life, or fhall refufe
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to accept of, or continue and remain to be a Mem-
ber or Governor as aforefaid, fo as the Number of
all the Members or Governors of the faid hereby
erected Corporation (fuch new elected Members,
and the Prefident, Treafurer, and Committees for
the time being, therein being included) do never,
at any one Time, exceed Sixty; and

and that in cafe at any Time or Times hereafter,
and as often as it fhall happen that the Number of
all the Members or Governors aforefaid (the
Prefident, Treafurer, and Committees for the time
being, always being included) fhall not amount to
Forty Perfons, it fhall be lawful for the Lord High
Chancellor of Great Britain, or Lord Keeper of the
Great Seal, or Lords CommifJfioners of the Great
Seal, the Lord Chief Juftice of the King’s Bench,
the Lord Chief Juftice of the Court of Common
Pleas, the Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer, for
the time being, or any Two of them, at the Reque/t
of any Five or more of the Members or Governors
of the faid Corporation, to nominate and appoint
Juch and Jo many fit and able Perfons, to be
Members or Governors, as fhall, together with
other the Members or Governors aforefaid, make
up fuch Number Fifty;

which [aid Perfons, to be [o nominated and
appointed as aforefaid, fhall, from and immediate-
ly after fuch Nomination and Appointment, and
Notice thereof given to the Clerk or Regifter of the
Jaid hereby erected Corporation, for the time be-
ing, be adjudged and deemed Members and Gov-
ernors of the faid hereby erected Corporation, and
as fuch admitted to vote and act as fully and
effectually, to all Intents and Purpofes, as if they
had been thereunto elected and chofen in Manner,
as aforefaid.

And be it further Enacted by the Authority
aforefaid, That it fhall and may be lawful for the
Jaid Prefident and Governors, in a General Court
to be affembled and convened in fuch Manner, and
by fuch Notice, as aforefaid, to make, ordain, and
conftitute fuch and fo many reafonable By- Laws,
Conftitutions, and Ordinances, as to them, or the
greater part of them then and there prefent, [hall
Jeem neceffary and convenient, for the better Gov-
ernment of the faid hereby erected Corporation,
and of the Officers, Servants, and Perfons, by
them, and in and about their Affairs to be em-
ployed, and of the Sick Perfons or Patients to be
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taken in under their Care, and the fame By-Laws,
Orders, Ordinances, and Conftitutions fo made, to
put in ufe accordingly, and at their Will and
Pleajure to revoke, change, and alter the fame;
which faid By-Laws, Orders, and Ordinances [o,
as aforefaid made, fhall be duly kept and obferved,
Jo always as the Jaid Conftitutions, By-Laws,
Orders, and Ordinances be reafonable, and not
contrary or repugnant to the Statutes or Cuftoms
ot this Kingdom, or any of the expres Regulations
contained in this Act.

And be it further Enacted by the Authority
aforefaid, That at all and every of the General
Courts or Affemblies of the faid Prefident and
Governors, and at the [everal full Courts, or Courts
of Committees herein before appointed to be from
time to time hereafter convened and held, as
aforefaid, the faid Prefident and Treafurer for the
time being, [hall have Voices, and fhall vote and
act as Members of fuch General Courts, or Courts
of Committees, and,

in cafe of an Equality of Votes, the faid Prefident
for the time being, and, in his Abfence the [aid
Treafurer fhall have and exercife a Cafting Voice.

And be it further Enacted by the Authority
aforefaid, in purfuance of the Jaid Laft Will and
Teftament of the [aid Thomas Guy deceafed, That
the feveral Perfon and Perfons to be employed as
Phy/icians, Chaplain, Surgeons, and as Regi/ter or
Clerk of or belonging to the faid hereby erected
Corporation, fhall be, from time to time, appointed
and chofen into fuch their refpective Stations or
Employments by the faid Prefident and Governors
in a General Court to be convened and affembled
by fuch Notice and in fuch Manner, as aforefaid,
and by the [aid Prefident and Governors in fuch
General Court, as aforefaid, to be affembled at
their Will and Pleafure, fhall and may be difplaced
and removed from their refpective Stations and
Employments, and other fit and able Perfons
thereunto appointed and chofen in their Room.

And in purfuance of the Defign, and more effec-
tually to anfwer and fulfil the true Intent and
Meaning of the [aid recited lajt Will and Tefta-
ment,;
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Be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid,
That all fuch Eftate and Eftates, both Real and
Perfonal, Rights of Action or Entry, and other
Rights, Titles, Trufts, Powers and Authorities,
Claims and Demands whatfoever, to them the [aid
Sir Gregory Page, Charles Joye, William Clayton,
Thomas Hollis, John Kenrick, John Lade, Richard
Mead, Mofes Raper, and John Sprint, by the faid
Will devifed, given, or appointed, or in them, or
any of them, any ways vefted by Virtue of the faid
Will as Executors and Truftees or Devifees therein
named, or of the Probate thereof by the faid
Charles Joye, John Kenrick, and John Lade, out
of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury obtained,
as aforefaid, except fuch part of the [aid Teftator’s
Eftate as hath been before, or at the time of the
paffing of this Act by the Jaid Executors, or any
of them, expended or paid in Difcharge of any
Debts or Legacies, or in Difcharge of the [aid
Funeral Expences of the faid Thomas Guy the
Teftator, or in defraying the Charges of preparing
and procuring this prefent Act, or any other
Charge by them or any of them [uftained, by
reafon of the Trufts in them repofed by the faid
recited Will, are and fhall be, by Virtue of this
prefent Act, from the time of paffing thereof, fully
and abfolutely vefted and fettled in the Jaid
Prefident and Governors hereby incorporated, and
their SuccefJors for ever, to and for fuch Pious and
Charitable UJes, as are hereby or by the [aid
recited Will directed and appointed, fubject nev-
erthelefs, and liable to the Payment of fuch Debts,
Legacies, and Yearly, and other Sums, in fuch
Manner and Form, and at fuch times, as is and are
in and by the [aid recited Will bequeathed, given,
or directed, or fuch thereof as at the time of paffing
this Act hath or have not been paid or difcharged
by the faid above mentioned Executors and
Truftees, or any of them.

Provided always, and it is hereby further Enact-
ed by the Authority aforefaid, That the feveral
Terms and other Securities heretofore affigned to,
and vefted or intended fo to be in the [aid John
Lade, or any others in Truft for the faid Thomas
Guy the Teftator, and to Protect his Real Eftate, or
any other Eftate, or any part thereof, from Mefne
Incumbrances, or to wait and attend upon the
Inheritance thereof, fhall ftill feparately [ubfist,
remain, and continue in the faid John Lade, or f[uch
others his or their Executors, Adminiftrators and
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A[figns, in Truft neverthelefs for the faid Corpo-
ration hereby created, and their SuccefJors, to the
Jame Intents and Purpofes, as aforefaid; Any thing
in the faid recited Will or this prefent Act to the
contrary thereof in any wife notwithftanding.

And be it further Enacted by the Authority
aforefaid, That the abovenamed Executors and
Truftees of the faid Thomas Gay the Teftator, who
have poffeffed any part of his Eftate [ince his
deceafe, fhall forthwith, or as foon as convenient
may be, Jtate their Accounts in Writing of what
they or any of them have poffeffed and paid,
expended or difpofed of, out of the [aid Teftator’s
Eftate fo to them given and bequeathed, as
aforefaid, in purfuance of the Truft repofed in
them by the faid recited Will, and produce and lay
Juch Accounts before a full Court, or Court of
Committees of the Corporation hereby erected,

who are hereby required and directed to audit
and infpect the fame; and

that upon the paffing and allowance of the [aid
Accounts, Jo [tated and produced as aforefaid, by
a full Court, or Court of Committees, they the [aid
Executors and Truftees, and every of them, their
and every of their Heirs, Executors, and Admin-
iftrators, fhall be fully and abfolutely difcharged
from the Jeveral Trufts in them repofed, as
aforefaid, and of and from all Actions, Accounts,
Complaints, Inquiries and Demands whatfoever,
for or on account of the Trufts aforefaid, as Exec-
utors or Truftees appointed by the faid Will of the
Jaid Thomas Guy, or otherwife how[oever, other
than as Members of the [aid hereby erected Cor-
poration.

And be it further Enacted by the Authority
aforefaid, That it [hall and may be lawful for the
Jaid Prefident and Governors, o incorporated as
aforefaid, to procure, et up, and erect fuch Portrait
or Picture, and Juch Statue or Statues, and Monu-
ment, of or for the [aid Thomas Guy the Teftator,
for perpetuating the Memory of his faid Generous
and Charitable Actions and Intentions, in fuch
Manner, and in [uch Place or Places, as they fhall
think fit, and to defray the Expences thereof out
of the Eftate in them by this prefent Act vefted, [o
as Juch Expences do not exceed in the whole the
Sum of Two thoufand Pounds. [4]
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And be it further Enacted by the Authority
aforefaid, That this Act fhall be deemed and taken
to be a Publick Act, and Notice fhall be taken
thereof as fuch in all Courts of Juftice, and elfe-
where, and fhall and may be given in Evidence on
the Trial or Hearing of any Iffue or Caufe whatfo-
ever, without Special Pleading of the fame.

Saving always to the King’s moft Excellent Ma-
jefty, His Heirs and SuccefJors, and all and every
other Perfon and Perfons, Bodies Politick and
Corporate, and to their feveral Heirs, SuccefJors,
Executors, and A [figns, (other than and except the
Executors and Adminiftrators of the faid Thomas
Guy the Teftator as fuch, and as Truftees and
Devifees under the faid Will) all fuch Right, Title,
Eftate, Intereft, Power and Powers of Redemption,
Claim and Demand in Law or Equity, as he, Jhe,
or they, or any of them, have, hath, or fhall or may
have of, in, to, or out of the PremifJes, or any part
thereof, as if this prefent Act had never been made.

FINIS.

[Note: This 1724 Acthas not been repealed, although it was
amended by a local or private Act, Guy’s Hospital Act 1898,
61-62 Vict ¢ vi. However, both these Acts seem to have been
heavily superseded from 1948 on by the legislation establish-
ing the UK’s National Health Service (NHS). Guy’s Hospital
along with Saint Thomas’ Hospital and other originally char-
itable health care institutions have been taken over by gov-
ernment (i.e. nationalized) and are still carried on as very
prestigious hospitals in a departmental conglomeration called
“Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust”. That is
technically not a charity under English law, but there remain
about a dozen charities associated with it, providing supple-
mental health care beyond the NHS mandate.]
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