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Proclamation de 1666 ordonnant un jeiine général et
une collecte pour Londres

[GOVERNMENT OF ENGLAND, 1666] [1]

[Proclamation ordering a general fast and a charitable
collection for sufferers of the great fire of London]

By the King.

A PROCLAMATION

For a General Faft through England and
Wales, and the Town of Barwick upon
Tweed, on Wednefday the Tenth
of October next.

CHARLES R.

hereas it hath pleafed Almighty God by a

moft lamentable and devouring Fire
(which broke out upon Sunday the Second of
September, about two of the Clock in the morning
neer Thames-Street, and continued raging till
Thur[day night, or Friday following) to lay wajte
the greateft part of the City of London within the
Walls, and fome part of the Suburbs, whereof
more then Fourfcore Parifhes, and all the Houfes,
Churches, Chappels, Hofpitals, and other the great
and Magnificent Buildings of pious or publique
ufe which were within that Circuit, are now
brought into A fhes, and become one ruinous heap:

A Vifitation Jo dreadful, that fcarce any Age or
Nation hath ever feen or felt the like; wherein
although the afflicting hand of God fell more
immediately upon the Inhabitants of this City, and
the parts Adjacent, yet all men ought to look upon
it as a Judgment upon the whole Nation, and to
humble them/elves accordingly.

His Majefty therefore out of a deep and pious
Jence of what himfelf and all his People now
Juffer, and with a Religious care to prevent what
may yet be feared, unlefs it fhall pleafe Almighty
God to turn away his Anger from Us, doth hereby
publifh and Declare his Royal Will and Pleafure,
That Wedne[day, being the Tenth of October next
enfuing, fhall be fet apart and kept and obferved
by all his Majefties Subjects of England and
Wales, and the Town of Barwick upon Tweed, as
a Day of Solemn Fafting and Humiliation, to
implore the mercies of God, That it would pleafe
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him to pardon the crying [ins of this Nation, thofe
efpecially which have drawn down this laft and
heavy Judgment upon Us, and to remove from Us
all other His Judgments which Our [ins have
deferved, and which We now either feel or fear:

And to the end that His Majefties Subjects may
be affifted in the performance of the duties of that
Day, and that all His good People may be united
in fuch common Devotions and Supplications as
may be fit and proper for the occafion, His Majefty
will take care, by and with the Notice of His
Reverend Bifhops, That a Form of Prayer fit for
that purpofe fhall be timely and feafonably pub-
lijhed;

And His Majefty doth |trictly charge and com-
mand all His Subjects of what Eftate or Degree
Joever, That they duely obferve this Day of
Fafting and Humiliation in fuch decent and devout
manner as becomes [o [ad and folemn an Oc-
cafion, as they will anfwer the neglect thereof unto
Almighty God, and upon pain of incurring the
utmoft feverities which can be inflicted upon the
wilful breakers and contemners of this His Ma-
jefties Royal Command:

And becaufe many Perfons and Families, who
were formerly able to give great relief to others,
are now become great objects of Charity
them/felves, having not only loJt all they had by
Fire, but being deftitute of all Habitation; His
Majefty doth therefore require and command all
Minifters, Parfons, Vicars, or Curates who fhall
Preach on that Day,

That they earneftly recommend the diftreffed
eftate and condition of thofe who have been
undone by this Fire, unto the charity of all good
and well difpofed Chriftians.

And that they caufe Collections for this purpofe
to be made in all Churches and Chappels whatfo-
ever, and the Monies Jo collected to be faithfully
and entirely returned up to London, and there
paid in to the Lord Mayor of the City of London,
or fuch as he fhall appoint, to the end the [ame
may be duly and orderly diftributed by the ad-
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vice and directions of the Lord Mayor, and Lord
Bifhop of London, unto and among/t fuch poor
Sufferers by this Fire, as fhall be found to have
moft need thereof;

And that all good people may be the better
prepared for their Devotions, and provided for
their charitable benevolence that Day, It is His
Majefties further Pleafure, that this His Royal
Proclamation be read in all Churches and Chap-
pels on fJome Lords Day precedent to the [aid Day
of Fafting and Humiliation.

Given at Our Court at Whitehall the Thirteenth
day of September in the Eighteenth year of Our
Reign.

God Jave the King.

LONDON, Printed by John Bill and Chriftopher Bark-
er, Printers to the Kings moft Excellent Majefty,1666.
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