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[1] By the King.

A PROCLAMATION
Touching the Charitable Collections for 
Relief of the Poor Distreʃʃed by the late 
Diʃmal FIRE in the City of LONDON.

CHARLES R.
HEREAS by Our Proclamation of the Thir-
teenth day of September, in the Eighteenth

year of Our Reign, for a General Faʃt and Humil-
iation in reference to that Conflagration, We did
earneʃtly recommend the distreʃʃed eʃtate of thoʃe
who had been undone by that Fire, to the Charity
of all good and well diʃpoʃed Chriʃtians, Requir-
ing Collections to that purpoʃe to be made in all
Churches and Chappels, and the Moneys Collect-
ed to be faithfully and entirely returned up to
London to the Lord Mayor of that City, or as he
ʃhould appoint, to be diʃtributed amongʃt poor
Sufferers by that Fire:

And whereas We are informed by the Lord May-
or and Aldermen of the ʃaid City, That the Collec-
tions intended by that Proclamation, have not been
ʃo made or anʃwered as they ought to have been,
but in many places omitted and not made at all,
and from many parts no Returns at all made:

And although many Cities, Towns and places
have expreʃʃed their forward ʃenʃe and compaʃ-
ʃion of the deplorable eʃtate of the ʃame Our poor
Subjects, by Liberal Contributions, yet the Re-
ceipt in the whole falls ʃhort of what hath been
Collected at other times upon like Loʃʃes in ʃmall
Towns and Villages; which doth manifeʃt the
remiʃs execution of Our ʃaid Proclamation.

Therefore, to the end Collections may be made
in places where they were omitted, although the
time prefixed for making ʃuch Collections by the
ʃaid former Proclamation be elapʃed, and that juʃt
and regular Accompts may be taken, made, and
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publiʃhed for general ʃatisfaction, of all the Mon-
eys Collected, and to be Collected, and of the
iʃʃuing and diʃtribution thereof to and for the ʃaid
Charitable uʃes and intents; We are graciouʃly
pleaʃed, and by Advice of Our Privy Council, Do
hereby ʃtrictly Charge and Command, upon pain
of Our high Diʃpleaʃure, and ʃuch other Penalties
as may by Law be inflicted upon them, That where
the ʃaid Collections according to the Tenor of Our
former Proclamation, have been omitted, All
Miniʃters, Parʃons, Vicars or Curates, ʃhall cauʃe
the ʃame to be made in their reʃpective Churches
or Chappels on ʃome Lords day forthwith after
receipt hereof:

And that all the preʃent Miniʃters, Parʃons, Vic-
ars or Curates, and Churchwardens, and all Offi-
cials, Regiʃters, Officers of all Pariʃhes and places
within Our Realm, where any of the ʃaid Collec-
tions have been, or ʃhall be made; And all Offi-
cials, Regiʃters, and other Officers concerned,
who have received any Moneys for the uʃes afore-
ʃaid, ʃhall before the Firʃt day of February now
next enʃuing, deliver, or ʃend in to the High-
Conʃtables of the reʃpective Hundreds to which
ʃuch Pariʃhes and Places do belong, a true and
perfect Certificate in writing under their hands,
and under the hands of the late Churchwardens
who were in Office at the time of the ʃaid Collec-
tions made, of

the Total ʃum of Money Collected, Given, or
Contributed in every the ʃaid Pariʃhes or Places,
and
to whom the ʃame was delivered or paid over to
be returned or ʃent up to the Lord Mayor of
London, and
how much thereof (if any) is reʃting unpaid, and
by whom, and
in whoʃe hands or charge the ʃame is ʃtill remain-
ing.
And that all Churchwardens, and others who

have Collected or Received, and not paid, or ʃhall
Collect or Receive, or otherwiʃe have in their
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hands or charge any of the ʃaid Moneys, ʃhall
before the ʃaid Firʃt day of February, pay the ʃame
to the ʃaid reʃpective High-Conʃtables of the Hun-
dreds or Diviʃions wherein they live;

and the ʃaid High-Conʃtables ʃhall and are here-
by Required and Commanded to receive the ʃaid
Moneys, and ʃend out their Warrants to the ʃaid
Miniʃters, Churchwardens, and others, to bring in
the ʃaid Certificate, and to pay the ʃaid Money
accordingly.

And that the ʃaid High-Conʃtables ʃhall forth-
with after the ʃaid day, ʃend or deliver the ʃaid
Certificates, together with what Pariʃhes or Places
have not certified, unto the Sollicitors appointed
in the ʃeveral Counties by the Lords Commiʃʃion-
ers of Our Treaʃury for the Eleven moneths Aʃʃeʃʃ-
ment, from the Six and twentieth day of January,
One thouʃand ʃix hundred ʃixty and ʃeven:

And that the ʃaid Sollicitors ʃhall and are hereby
Required and Commanded without delay

to tranʃmit the ʃame Certificates to the Chamber-
lain of the City of London for the time being, for
and to the end a perfect Accompt may be there-
upon ʃtated and made up of the ʃaid Receipts;
and
in the ʃaid Certificates to return the names of the
Pariʃhes and Places that have neglected their
duty:
And alʃo that the ʃaid High-Conʃtables ʃhall with

all expedition after receipt of the ʃaid Moneys
from the ʃeveral Perʃons, Pariʃhes and Places
within their Conʃtableries, pay over the ʃame to
the General-Receivers of the ʃaid Eleven moneths
Aʃʃeʃʃment in their ʃeveral Counties reʃpectively;

and the ʃaid General-Receivers ʃhall alʃo forth-
with after the receipt of the Moneys from the ʃaid
High-Conʃtables, remit and pay the ʃame to the
Chamberlain of the City of London for the time
being:

And in caʃe they cannot find ways ʃafely to remit
the ʃame as aforeʃaid, That they give notice there-
of to the Chamberlain aforeʃaid, that care may be
taken for the ʃpeedy bringing it into the hands of
the ʃaid Chamberlain, to be diʃpoʃed and imployed
for Relief and Succour of the ʃaid Diʃtreʃʃed Poor,
as is intended and directed by Our former Procla-
mation.

And that all perʃons concerned may take notice
of this Our Royal Pleaʃure and Command, It is Our
further Will and Pleaʃure, That the Sheriffs of Our
reʃpective Counties and Cities do cauʃe this our
Proclamation to be ʃo diʃtributed, as that it may be
Read in all Churches and Chappels on the Lords-
day, which will be the Third Lords-day in the
moneth of November next enʃuing.
Given at Our Court at Whitehall the Twenty ʃixth 

day of September, 1668.
GOD SAVE THE KING.

In the SAVOY,
Printed by the Aʃʃigns of John Bill and Chriʃtopher 

Barker, Printers to the Kings moʃt Excellent Majeʃty. 
1668.

——————


