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[GOVERNMENT OF ENGLAND, 1698][1]

[10 William 3]

[Proclamation for punishing immorality]

By the King,

A PROCLAMATION,

For Preventing and Punifhing Immorality
and Prophanenefs.

WiLLIAM R.

‘ x J Hereas We cannot but be deeply Senfible

of the great Goodnefs and Mercy of Al-
mighty God, in putting an End to a Long, Bloody
and Expenfive War, by the Conclufion of an Hon-
ourable Peace,

Jo We are not lefs touched with a Refentment,
that notwithftanding this and many other great
BlefJings and Deliverances, Impiety, Prophane-
nefs and Immorality do ftill abound in this our
Kingdom:

And whereas nothing can prove a greater
Difhonour to a well ordered Government, where
the Chriftian Faith is profeffed, nor is likelier to
provoke God to withdraw His Mercy and Blef-
Jings from us, and inftead thereof, to inflict heavy
and fevere Judgments upon this Kingdom, than
the open and avowed Practice of Vice, Immorality
and Prophanenefs, which among/t many Men has
too much prevailed in this Our Kingdom of late
Years, to the high Difpleafure of Almighty God,
the great Scandal of Chriftianity, and the ill and
fatal Example of the reft of Our Loving Subjects,
who have been Soberly Educated, and whose In-
clinations would lead them to the Exercife of Piety
and Virtue, did they not daily find fuch frequent
and repeated Inftances of Diffolute Living,
Prophanenefs and Impiety, which has in a great
Meafure beén occafioned by the Neglect of the
Magi/ftrates not putting in Execution thofe good
Laws which have been made for Suppre[Jing and
Punifhing thereof, and by the ill Example of many
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in Authority, to the great Difhonour of God, and
Reproach of Our Religion:

Wherefore, and for that We cannot expect In-
creafe or Continuance of the Bleffings We and
Our Subjects Enjoy, without Providing Remedies
to prevent the like evils for the future, We think
Our Selves bound by the Duty We owe to God,
and the Care We have of the People committed to
Our Charge, to proceed in taking effectual Cour/e,
that Religion, Piety and Good Manners may, ac-
cording to Our hearty Defire, Flourifh and In-
creafe under Our Adminiftration and Govern-
ment; and being thereunto moved by the Pious
Addrefs of the Commons in Parliament Affem-
bled, We have thought fit, by the Advice of Our
Privy Council, to Iffue this Our Royal Proclama-
tion, and do Declare Our Royal Purpofe and Refo-
lution to Difcountenance and Punifh all manner of
Vice, Immorality and Prophanenefs in all Perfons
from the higheJt to the lowet Degree within this
Our Realm, and particularly in fuch who are Im-
ployed near Our Royal Perfon;

and that for the greater Incouragement of Reli-
gion and Morality, We will, upon all occafions,
Diftinguifh Men of Piety and Virtue by Marks of
Our Royal Falvour.

And We do expect that all Perfons of Honour or
in Place of Authority, will to their utmo|t contrib-
ute to the Difcountenancing Men of Diffolute and
Debauched Lives, that they being reduced to
Shame and Contempt may be enforced the fooner
to Reform their ill Habits and Practices, that the
Difpleafure of Good Men towards them may [up-
ply what the Laws (it may be) cannot wholly
Prevent.

And for the more Effectual Reforming thefe
Men, who are a Difcredit to Our Kingdom, Our
further Pleafure is, and We do hereby [trictly
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cern, to be very Vigilant and Strict in the Difcov-
ery and the Effectual Profecution and Punifhment
of all Perfons who fhall be Guilty of Exceffive
Drinking, Blafphemy, Prophane Swearing and
Curfing, Lewdnefs, Prophanation of the Lords
Day, or other Diffolute, Immoral or Diforderly
Practices, as they will anfwer it to Almighty God,
and upon Pain of Our Highe[t Difpleafure.

And for the more Effectual Proceedings herein,
We do hereby Direct and Command Our Judges
of Affizes and Juftices of Peace, to give [trict
Charges at the refpective AJfizes and SefJfions, for
the due Profecution and Punifhment

of all Perfons that [hall prefume to Offend in any
the Kinds aforefaid, and

alfo of all Perfons that, contrary to their Duty,
Jhall be Remifs or Negligent in Putting the faid
Laws in Execution, and

that they do at their refpective Affizes and Quarter
Se[fions of the Peace, caufe this Our Proclamation
to be publickly Read in Open Court immediately
before the Charge is given.

And We do hereby further Charge and Com-
mand every Minifter in his refpective Parifh or
Chapel, to Read or caufe to be Read this Our
Proclamation, at leajt Four times in every Year,
immediately after Divine Service, and to incite
and [tir up their refpective Auditories to the Prac-
tice of Piety and Virtue, and the Avoiding of all
Immorality and Prophanenes.

And to the end that all Vice and Debauchery may
be prevented, and Religion and Virtue Practifed
by all Officers, Private Soldiers, Mariners or oth-
ers, who are Imployed in Our Service, either by
Sea or Land, We do hereby [trictly Charge and
Command all Our Commanders and Officers
whatfoever, That they do take Care to Avoid all
Prophanenefs, Debauchery and other Immorali-
ties, and that by the Piety and Virtue of their own
Lives and Converfations they do fet good Exam-
ples to all fuch as are under their Authority, and
likewife to take Care and In[pect the Behaviour
and Manners of all fuch as are under them, and to
Punifh all thofe who fhall be Guilty of any the
Offences aforefaid.
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And whereas feveral Wicked and Prophane
Perfons have prefumed to Print and Publifh fever-
al Pernicious Books and Pamphlets, which contain
in them Impious Doctrines against the Holy Trin-
ity and other Fundamental Articles of Our Faith,
tending to the Subverfion of the Chriftian Reli-
gion, therefore for the Punifhing the Authors and
Publifhers thereof, and for the Preventing fuch
Impious Books and Pamphlets being Publifhed or
Printed for the future, We do hereby [trictly
Charge and Prohibit all Perfons that they do not
prefume to Write, Print or Publifh any fuch Perni-
cious Books or Pamphlets under the Pain of Incur-
ring Our High Difpleafure, and of being Punifhed
according to the utmoft Severity of the Law.

And We do hereby |trictly Charge and Require
all Our Loving Subjects to Difcover and Appre-
hend fuch Perfon and Perfons whom they fhall
know to be the Authors or Publifhers of any [uch
Books or Pamphlets, and to bring them before
Jome Juftice of Peace or Chief Magitrate, in order
that they may be Proceeded againft according to
Law.

Given at Our Court at Kenfington the Four and
twentieth Day of February, 1697. In the Tenth
Year of Our Reign. [2]

God fave the King.

London, Printed by Charles Bill, and the Executrix
of Thomas Newcomb, deceas’d, Printers to the
Kings moft Excellent Majefty. 1697. [2]
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