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Proclamation de 1703 pour encourager la vertu et
punir immoralité

[GOVERNMENT OF ENGLAND, 1703][1]
[1 Anne]

[Proclamation for encouraging virtue
and punishing immorality]

By the QUEEN,

A PROCLAMATION,

For the Encouragement of Piety and Vir-
tue, and for the Preventing and Punifhing
of Vice, Prophanenefs, and Immorality.

ANNE R.

Hereas on Our Acceffion to the Throne,

We thought fit, by the Advice of Our Privy
Council, to IfJue out Our Royal Proclamation for
the Encouragement of Piety and Virtue, and for
the Preventing and Punifhing of Vice, Prophane-
nefs, and Immorality:

And whereas We have been Informed, That Our
Laws mentioned in the faid Proclamation have not
been Executed according to Our Juft Expectation
and Commands;

We moft Serioufly and Religioufly Confidering,
That it is an Indifpenfible Duty on Us, to be
Careful, above all other things, to Preferve and
Advance the Honour and Service of Almighty
God, and to Difcourage and Supprefs all Vice,
Prophanenefs, Debauchery and Immorality,
which are fo highly Difpleafing to God, Jo great a
Reproach to Our Religion and Government, and
(by means of the frequent ill Examples of the
Practifers thereof) have o Fatal a Tendency to the
Corruption of many of Our Loving Subjects, oth-
erwife Religioufly and Virtuously Difpofed, and
which (if not timely Remedied) may justly draw
down the Divine Vengeance on Us and Our King-
doms:

We alfo humbly Acknowledging, That We can-
not expect the Ble[Jing and Goodnefs of Almighty
God (by whom Kings and Queens Reign) and on
which We entirely Rely) to make Our Reign Hap-
py and Profperous to Our Self and Our People, nor
hope for the Divine A[Jiftance to Deliver Us from
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the great and imminent Dangers which Our King-
doms, and the True Proteftant Religion, Eftablifh-
ed among Us, are in this prefent Juncture Threat-
ened with, without a Religious Obfervance of
God’s Holy Laws:

To the Intent therefore that Religion, Piety, and
Good Manners may (according to Our moft
Hearty Defire) Flourifh and Increafe under Our
Adminiftration and Government, We have
thought fit (by the Advice of Our Privy Council)
to IfJue this Our Royal Proclamation, and do here-
by Declare Our Royal Purpofe and Refolution to
Difcountenance and Punifh all manner of Vice,
Prophanenefs and Immorality in all Perfons of
whatfoever Degree or Quality within this Our
Realm, and particularly in fuch as are Imployed
near Our Royal Perfon;

and that for the greater Encouragement of Reli-
gion and Morality, We will, upon all Occafions,
Diftinguifh Perfons of Piety and Virtue by Marks
of Our Royal Favour.

And we do Expect and Require that all Perfons
of Honour, or in Place of Authority, will give good
Example, by their own Virtue and Piety, and to
their utmoft contribute to the Difcountenancing
Perfons of DifJolute and Debauched Lives, that
they being by that means reduced to Shame and
Contempt, for their Loofe and Evil Actions and
Behaviour, may be thereby alfo Enforced the
Jooner to Reform their ill Habits and Practices,
and that the vifible Difpleafure of Good Men
towards them, may (as far as it is poffible) fupply
what the Laws (probably) cannot altogether pre-
vent.

And we do hereby [trictly Enjoyn and Prohibit
all Our Loving Subjects, of what Degree or Qual-
ity foever, from Playing on the Lords Day at Dice,
Cards, or any other Game whatfoever, either in
Publick or Private Houfes, or other Place or Places
whatfoever; and do hereby Require and Command

them and every of them Decently and Reverently
to Attend the Wor hip of God on every Lords Day,
on Pain of Our HigheJt Difpleafure, and of being

but this was the legal year, what we today might call the fiscal year,
which had begun on 25 March 1702, and was still 1702 for official
purposes. The calendar year that began the previous 1 January was
1703.(Steele 4354)
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Proceeded againft with the utmo|t Rigour that may
be by Law.

And for the more Effectual Reforming ofall fuch
Perfons, who by Reafon of their Diffolute Lives
and Conver/ations, are a Scandal to Our Kingdom,
Our further Pleafure is, and We do hereby [trictly
Charge and Command all Our Judges, Mayors,
Sheriffs, Juftices of the Peace, and all other Our
Officers and Minifters, both Ecclefiaftical and
Civil, and all other Our Subjects, whom it may
Concern, to be very Vigilant and [trict in the
Difcovery, and the Effectual Profecution and
Punifhment of all Perfons who fhall be Guilty of
ExcefJive Drinking, Blafphemy, Prophane Swear-
ing and Curfing, Lewdnefs, Prophanation of the
Lords Day, or other DifJolute, Immoral or Diford-
erly Practices;

and that they take Care alfo Effectually

to Supprefs all Baudy-Hou/fes, Publick Gaming-
Houfes and Places, and other Diforderly Houfes,
and

to put in Execution

the Statute made in the Nine and Twentieth
Year of the Reign of Our late Royal Uncle King
Charles the Second, Intituled, An Act for the
better Obfervation of the Lords Day, common-
ly called Sunday, and

alfo an Act of Parliament made in the Ninth
Year of the Reign of Our late Dear Brother
King William the Third, Intituled, An Act for
the more Effectual Suppreffing of Blafphemy
and Prophanenefs, and

all other Laws now in Force for the Punifhing
and Suppre[fing any of the Vices aforefaid;
and

alfo to Supprefs and Prevent all Gaming whatfo-
ever in Publick or Private Houfes on the Lords
Day,

and likewife that they take Effectual Care to Pre-
vent all Perfons keeping Taverns, Chocolate-
Houfes, Coffee-Houfes, or other Publick Houfes
whatfoever, from Selling Wine, Chocolate, Cof-
fee, Ale, Beer, or other Liquors, or receiving or
permitting Guefts to be or remain in fuch their
Houfes on the Lords Day, (except in Cafe of
NecefJity and Charity) as they will anfwer it to
Almighty God, and upon Pain of Our Highelt
Difpleafure.
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And for the more Effectual Proceeding herein,
We do hereby Direct and Command all Our Judg-
es of A[fize and Juftices of the Peace, to give ftrict
Charges at their refpective Affizes and SefJions,
for the due Profecution and Punifhment

of all Perfons that fhall prefume to Offend in any
the kinds aforefaid, and

alfo of all Perfons that, contrary to their Duty,
Jhall be Remifs or Negligent in Putting the faid
Laws in Execution;

and that they do at their refpective Affizes and
Quarter-Seffions of the Peace, caufe this Our
Proclamation to be publickly Read in open Court
immediately before the Charge is given.

And We do hereby further Charge and Com-
mand every Minifter in his refpective Parifh-
Church or Chapel, to Read or caufe to be Read this
Our Proclamation, at leaft Four times in every
Year, immediately after Divine Service, and to
incite and ftir up their refpective Auditories to the
Practice of Piety and Virtue, and avoiding of all
Immorality and Prophanene/s.

And to the end that all Vice and Debauchery may
be prevented, and Religion and Virtue practifed
by all Officers, Private Soldiers, Mariners, and
others, who are Imployed in Our Service, by Sea
or Land, We do hereby [trictly Charge and Com-
mand all our Commanders and Officers whatfo-
ever, That they do take care to avoid all Prophane-
nefs, Debauchery, and other Immoralities; and
that by their own Good and Virtuous Lives and
Converfations, they do Jet good Examples to all
Juch as are under their Care and Authority, and
likewife take Care of, and Infpect the Behaviour
of all fuch as are under them, and to Punifh all
thofe who fhall be Guilty of any the Offences
aforefaid, as they will be Anfwerable for the Il
ConJequences of their Neglect herein.

Given at Our Court at St. James'’s the Five and
Twentieth Day of February, 1702. In the First
Year of Our Reign. [2]

GOD Save the QUEEN.

[2] 1703. By modern calendar years the first regnal year of Queen Anne

was 8 March 1702 to 7 March 1703.
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