
King’s College of Nova Scotia Act, 1789 Loi coloniale de 1789 sur le Collège royal de la
Nouvelle-Écosse

Legal History Collectibles
[Date: 1789-4-9]

Vestiges d’histoire juridique
[Date : 9-4-1789]17890409SNSc4_King'sCollegeNovaScotia.fm

1

[1] Preamble. HEREAS the permanent Eʃtabliʃhment and
effectual Support of a College at Windʃor,

may, by the bleʃʃing of God, become of the great-
eʃt public Utility to this Province, and to His
Majeʃty’s neighbouring Colonies;

£444. 8. 10. 
granted annu-
ally for the 
ʃupport of the 
College and 
payment of 
the Profeʃʃors 
&c.

I. Be it therefore enacted, by the Lieutenant
Governor, Council and Aʃʃembly, That a Sum not
exceeding Four hundred and Forty four Pounds,
Eight Shillings and Ten Pence half penny, Current
Money of Nova-Scotia, equal to Four hundred
Pounds Sterling Money of Great Britain, ʃhall be
yearly, and every Year granted, allowed and paid

Chargeable 
on the Duties 
on Sugars,

by, from, or out of, ʃuch Monies as may from
Time to Time be collected and paid into the
public Treaʃury of this Province from the Duties
impoʃed or to be impoʃed on brown and loaf or
refined Sugars; and

and, if unʃuf-
ficient on the 
other Aids.

in Caʃe ʃuch Duties are not ʃufficient to anʃwer
the ʃaid Sum at the Days and Time of Payment
thereof; then by, from, or out of any other Aids,
Supplies or Taxes not otherwiʃe ʃpecially appro-
priated to other Uʃes;
which Sum of Four hundred and Forty-four

Pounds, Eight Shillings and Ten Pence half Pen-
ny, ʃhall be drawn by Warrant, under the Hand and
Seal of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or
Commander in Chief for the Time being, on the

[1] [Canadiana.ca] The Perpetual Acts of Nova Scotia, 1789, pp  277-279;
Statutes at Large . . . of Nova-Scotia (1758-1804), vol 1, pp 268–269.
According to the House of Assembly Journal, the bill was read and
passed by the house on 3 April 1789 (p 37), amendments proposed by
the legislative council later the same day (p 40), amendments agreed to
by the house on 4 April 1789 (p 40) and the bill received royal assent
from lieutenant-governor John Parr on 9 April 1789, the date of proro-
gation (p 52). Under British parliamentary practice in this era, the act
would have been retroactively deemed legally in force on 5 March 1789,
date of commencement of the session. This new King’s College was
founded in Windsor, NS, by united empire loyalists who had lost their
previous King’s College in New York—which is now Columbia Uni-
versity. The college was made a university by royal charter in 1802 and
claims to be the oldest university in what is now Canada. A disastrous
fire in 1920 caused it to move to Halifax, where it still legally exists
now in association with Dalhousie University, governed by the King’s
College Act, RNS 1998 c 44.

W Provincial Treaʃurer in the way uʃually practiʃed
in equal Quarterly Payments; the firʃt Quarter to
commence the Firʃt of January, One Thouʃand
Seven Hundred and Eighty Nine, and to be drawn
for on the Firʃt of April, and ʃo on from Quarter to
Quarter, as the ʃame ʃhall grow due, on the
Requiʃition of the Governors of the ʃaid College
or the Major Part of them as herein after appointed,
for or towards the Maintenance and Support of the
ʃaid College, and the Payment of the Salaries of
the Preʃident and Profeʃʃors to be by them appoint-
ed.

Governors of 
the College 
named and 
appointed.

II. And be it further enacted, by the Authority
aforeʃaid, That the Governor, and Commander in
Chief of the Province of Nova-Scotia, for the Time
being, the Lieutenant Governor for the Time be-
ing; the Biʃhop of Nova-Scotia for the Time being;
the Chief Juʃtice for the time being; the Secretary
of the Province, for the Time being; the Speaker
of the Houʃe of Aʃʃembly, for the Time being; His
Majeʃty’s Attorney General for the Time being;
and His Majeʃty’s Solicitor General for the Time
being; ʃhall be Governors of the ʃaid college.

Incorporated 
by the name of 
the Gover-
nors of King’s 
College in 
Nova-Scotia.

III. And be it further enacted, by the Authority
aforeʃaid, That for the better Management and
Regulation of the ʃaid College, and the more full
and compleat executing the Purpoʃes of this Act,
the ʃaid Governors hereby appointed,

ʃhall be a Body Politick and Corporate in Deed,
and Name, and have Succeʃʃion for ever by the
Name of “the Governors of King’s College of
Nova-Scotia.” and
by that Name ʃhall ʃue, and be ʃued, implead and
be impleaded, in all Courts and Places within the
Province of Nova-Scotia;

Governors or 
the Major 
part to make 
Ordinances, 
uʃe a Com-
mon Seal,

and they, or the major Part of them,
ʃhall have Power

to have and uʃe a Common Seal to be appointed
by themʃelves, and
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to make Bye Laws and Ordinances for the
Regulation and general Management of the
ʃaid College, and
to aʃʃemble together, when and where, and as
often and upon ʃuch Notice as to them ʃhall
ʃeem meet, for the Execution of the Truʃt here-
by repoʃed in them; and

and to pur-
chaʃe or re-
ceive for the 
uʃe of the Col-
lege Goods & 
Lands.

ʃhall alʃo have full Power and Capacity to pur-
chaʃe, receive, take, hold, and enjoy for the Uʃe
and Benefit of the ʃaid College, and the Purpoʃes
of this Act, as well Goods and Chattles, as Lands,
Tenements and Hereditaments, any Law or Statute
to the contrary thereof notwithʃtanding.

Governors. or 
the Major 
part to eʃtab-
lish Rules for 
the Instruc-
tion and Gov-
ernment of 
the Students,

IV. And be it further enacted, by the Authority
aforeʃaid, That the Governors of the ʃaid College
ʃo appointed and incorporated by this Act, or ʃuch
major Part of them at any General Meeting aʃʃem-
bled,

ʃhall from Time to Time, and as they ʃhall think
fit, make and eʃtabliʃh ʃuch Statutes, Rules and
Ordinances for the Inʃtruction, Care and Gov-
ernment, of the Students, and for the Care and
Preʃervation of the Books, Furniture and other
Property belonging to the ʃaid College as to them
ʃhall ʃeem meet, and

and to Nomi-
nate and ap-
point the 
preʃident and 
profeʃʃors,

ʃhall and may in like Manner
nominate and appoint the Preʃident and Pro-
feʃʃors (the Preʃident always to be a Clergyman
of the eʃtabliʃhed Church of England, duly
qualified for that Office,) to whom the Tuition
of the Students in the ʃaid College ʃhall be
committed; and alʃo to appoint ʃuch Officers
and Servants from Time to Time, as the ʃaid
Governors or ʃuch major Part of them may
think neceʃʃary, and

and to fix 
their Salaries 
&c.

aʃʃign to them reʃpectively out of the ʃaid Sum
of Four hundred and Forty-four Pounds, Eight
Shillings and Ten Pence half Penny annually
granted by this Act, ʃuch Salaries and Allow-
ances as they ʃhall think fit; and

and to remove 
them for Miʃ-
behaviour.

ʃhall and may in like manner ʃuʃpend or remove
the Preʃident, Profeʃʃors, Officers and Servants,
or any or either of them for Miʃbehaviour or
neglect of Duty;

No profeʃʃor 
or Officer to 
abʃent him-
ʃelf without 
leave..

and no Preʃident or Profeʃʃor, Officer, or Servant
of the ʃaid College, unleʃs in Caʃes of Sickneʃs,
ʃhall abʃent themʃelves from their reʃpective Du-

ties without the expreʃs Leave of the Governors or
the Majority of them, who are hereby authorized

to appoint a Deputy or Deputies to fill the Office
of ʃuch Preʃident or Profeʃʃor in ʃuch Caʃes, and
to appropriate a part or the whole of the Salary
of the Preʃident or Profeʃʃor abʃent as aforeʃaid,
for the Payment of ʃuch Deputy.

Further Sum 
of £500. 
granted to en-
able the Gov-
ernors to pur-
chaʃe a Houʃe 
or Ground in 
Windʃor for 
the College.

V. And be it further enacted, by the Authority
aforeʃaid, That beʃides the Four hundred and For-
ty-four Pounds, Eight Shillings and Ten Pence
half Penny hereby annually granted for the Pur-
poʃes of the ʃaid College, it ʃhall and may be
lawful for the Governor or Lieutenant Governor
and Commander in Chief, at the Requiʃition of
ʃuch major Part of the Governors of the ʃaid Col-
lege to draw by Warrant from the Treaʃury of this
Province, a Sum not exceeding Five hundred
Pounds, to enable them to purchaʃe ʃuch Houʃe,
Lot of Ground and Premiʃʃes in the Townʃhip of
Windʃor as they may chuʃe and think requiʃite, and
proper for the purpoʃe of founding and eʃtabliʃh-
ing of ʃuch College.

Governors to 
provide a 
temporary 
Preʃident or 
profeʃʃors,

VI. And be it further enacted, That it ʃhall and
may be lawful for the ʃaid Governors to provide a
Perʃon well and ʃufficiently qualified to act as a
temporary Preʃident, and alʃo a Perʃon or Perʃons
well and ʃufficiently qualified, to act as temporary
Profeʃʃors, who ʃhall be immediately employed in
the Education of Youth;

until a ʃuffi-
cient building 
shall be erect-
ed, and a 
Charter ob-
tained from 
His Majeʃty.

and the ʃaid Governors ʃhall and may continue
to apply ʃuch Parts or Shares of the ʃaid Sum
herein before granted for the Payment and Support
of ʃuch temporary Eʃtabliʃhment until a ʃufficient
Building ʃhall be erected, and a Charter obtained
from our Moʃt Gracious Sovereign to authorize
the opening of ʃuch College in due Form.

——————


