London Hospitals Act, 1782

Loi de 1782 sur les hépitaux de Londres

[STATUTES OF GREAT BRITAIN, 1782][1]

[Anno vicefimo fecundo Georgii Ill. c. 77.]

CApP. LXXVIL

An act to render valid and effectual certain articles of agreement between
the mayor and commonalty and citizens of the city of London, governors
of the pofJeffions, revenues, and goods, of the hofpitals of Edward King
of England the Sixth, of Chrift, Bridewell, and Saint Thomas the Apofile,
and of the hofpitals of Henry the Eighth, King of England, called The
House of the Poor, in Weft Smithfield, near London, and of the houfe and
hofpital called Bethelem, and the prefidents, treafurers, and acting gov-

ernors, of the [aid [everal hofpitals.

Pream-
ble. [1]

HEREAS divers difputes and differences
have arifen between

the mayor and commonalty and citizens of the
city of London, governors of the poffeffions,
revenues, and goods,

of'the hofpitals of Edward King of England the

Sixth, of Chrift, Bridewell, and Saint Thomas
the Apostle, and

of the hofpitals of Henry the Eighth, King of
England, called The House of the Poor, in Weft
Smithfield, near London, and

of the houfe and hofpital called Bethelem, and

the prefidents, treafurers, and acting governors,
of the faid f[everal hofpitals,

touching their refpective rights, powers, and priv-
ileges, in the ordering, management, government
and difpofition of the [aid hofpitals, and the eft-

ates, pofJeffions and revenues thereof:

and whereas [everal perfons, deputed by the [aid
mayor and commonalty and citizens of the city of

[1] [Source: Statutes at Large, Pickering (1782), vol 34 pp 124-132. Title only in
Raithby (1811), vol 15 p 328. Another copy—albeit with some part of the text
apparently missing—is in Memoranda, References, and Documents relating to The
Royal Hospitals of the city of London (London: Re-printed by Benjamin Pardon,
1863) Appendix No XXIV, pp 130-139; downloaded from https://wellcomecol-
lection.org/works/k9j5g89a. This act was passed (received royal assent) on 5 July
1782 and under the legal doctrine of the time it could have been deemed to have
come into force retroactively on 27 November 1781, the date of commencement
of the session; but the act recites and confirms an agreement dated 15 June 1782,
so it could not have had legal effect prior to then. Cited unofficially with a short
title of the London Hospitals Act, 1782. Apparently not repealed, although it has
obviously been heavily superseded from 1948 on by the legislation establishing
the UK’s National Health Service (NHS).]
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London, have had feveral meetings with perfons
deputed by the Jaid prefidents, treafurers, and
acting governors, for the purpofe of [ettling and
terminating the [everal matters in dispute between
them,;

and in confequence of fuch meetings, and of the
refolutions of a court of common council of the
city of London, and alfo of general courts held for
the faid refpective hofpitals, the faid mayor and
commonalty and citizens, and the [aid prefidents,
treafurers, and acting governors, have repectively
entered into and executed an agreement in the
words, or to the purport and effect following; (that
is to Jay),

ARTICLES of AGREEMENT made, concluded, and

agreed upon between

Articles of
agreement.

the mayor, and commonalty and citizens of the
city of London, governors of the pofJeffions, rev-
enues, and goods, of the hofpitals of Edward King
of England the Sixth, of Chrift, Bridewell, and
Saint Thomas the Apoftle, by virtue of an order or
refolution of a court of common council, holden
the thirtieth day of May, in the year of our Lord
one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-two, of
the one part; and

the right honourable Thomas Harley alderman of
London prefident, and John Darker efquire
treafurer, of Saint Bartholomew’s Ho/pital; Rob-
ert Alfop efquire alderman of London prefident,
and Thomas Burfoot efquire treafurer, of
Christ’s Ho/pital; Richard Clark efquire aldert-
man of London treafurer of Bridewell and Be-
thelem Ho/pitals; Samuel Plumbe efquire alder-
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man of London prefident, and Edward Jefferies
efquire treafurer, of Saint Thomas’s Hospital,;
and the feveral other perfons now acting as gov-
ernors of the faid feveral hofpitals refpectively,
who, in behalf of them[elves and others acting as
governors as aforefaid, have hereunto [et their
hands and [eals, by virtue of certain orders made
at feveral general courts of the faid hofpitals
refpectively; videlicet,

of Saint Bartholomew’s Ho/pital the twelfth

day of June,

of Chrift’s Ho/pital the thirteenth day of June,

of Bridewell and Bethelem Ho/pitals the four-
teenth day of June, and

of Saint Thomas’s Ho/pital the [aid twelfth day
of June,

in the year of our Lord one thoufand [even hun-
dred and eighty-two aforefaid, of the other part:

WHEREAS the ordering, management, and govern-
ment of the [aid hofpitals, and of each and every of
them, and the feveral rights, revenues, and pofJef-
Jions thereof refpectively, were vefted in the faid
mayor and commonalty and citizens of the city of
London, and their [ucceffors, by [everal charters or
letters patent of the late Kings Henry the Eighth and
Edward the Sixth, bearing date refpectively the

thirteenth day of January, in the thirty-eighth year
of the reign of King Henry the Eighth, and

twenty-sixth day of June, in the [ixth year of the
reign of King Edward the Sixth,
with fuch powers, rights, and privileges, to fuch ufes
and purpofes, and fubject to fuch reftrictions, limita-
tions, and trufts, as in the faid charters or letters patent
are expreffed and contained:

and whereas the [aid mayor and commonalty and
citizens of the [aid city of London, in purfuance and
by virtue of fuch charters or letters patent, took upon
themfelves the management and government of the
Jaid Jeveral hofpitals, and made feveral orders and
regulations touching the fame:

and whereas,

at a general court holden at Chrift’s Ho/pital, upon
the twenty-[eventh day of September, one thoufand
five hundred and fifty-[even, by the governors of
all the faid hofpitals, it was ordered and agreed,

That the faid hofpital of Saint Bartholomew
Jhould from thenceforth be united to the reft of
the faid hofpitals, and be made one body with
them; and

that for the government of all the [aid hofpitals,
Jir Martin Bowes knight (then an alderman of the
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city of London) fhould be comptroller general,
and [ir Andrew Judde knight (then alfo an alder-
man) [hould be [urveyor general, and

that three aldermen, a treafurer, and eight other
citizens therein named and defcribed, fhould be
governors for each and every of the [aid ho/pitals;

and Juch hofpitals refpectively from thenceforth
continued under the fame kind of management,
with a fmall increafe of governors, down to the year
one thoufand five hundred and [ixty-four,

when, upon the twenty-fir[t day of September in
that year (being Saint Matthew’s day), a prefident,
treafurer, and other governors, were chofen at
Christ’s Hofpital for each of the [aid hofpitals:

and thefe elections upon Saint Matthew’s day were
continued annually, down to the year one thoufand
five hundred and eighty-[even;

and from that period courts were at feveral times
held at Christ’s Ho/pital, down to the year one
thoufand [ix hundred and fifty-two inclufive, for
electing or confirming governors of the faid ho|pi-
tals refpectively, but not yearly, or in the fame
regular manner as thentofore;

and courts were alfo held during that period, at and
for the faid hofpitals, for nominating or electing
governors of thofe hofpitals refpectively, and for
the management thereof;

and from and after that time, it does not appear that
Juch annual elections on Saint Matthew’s day were
kept up or obferved at Chrift’s Ho/pital, for nomi-
nating or electing governors of the faid hofpitals
refpectively, fave only for confirmation of the gov-
ernors elected at the [aid ho/pitals;

but it appears that the governors of the faid hofpitals
of Saint Bartholomew, Chrift, Bridewell, and Be-
thelem refpectively, have been chofen at general
courts or committees holden at the faid hofpitals,
from and after the faid year of our Lord one thou-
Jand [ix hundred and fifty-two, down to the prefent
time:

and whereas it alfo appears by ancient records or

entries, and otherwife,

that lifts of the governors chofen for the faid hofpi-
tals of Saint Bartholomew, Bridewell, and Be-
thelem, and Saint Thomas, have been annually [ent
from thofe hofpitals to Chrift’s Hofpital previous
to the meeting of the faid governors on Saint Mat-
thew’s day, for confirmation, and

that fuch lifts have conftantly been delivered to the
clerk of Chrift’s Ho/pital, and by him, together with
alift of governors of Chrift’s Ho/pital, prefented to
the lord mayor of the city of London for the time
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being, and by his lordfhip immediately delivered
over, or directed to be delivered over, yearly and
every year, at that time and place, to the town clerk
of the fame city attending his lordfhip on thofe
meetings, in the prefence of the aldermen, or great
part of them, without making any objection to, or
attempting to alter in any refpect the annual lifts of
governors fo delivered, or that mode of confirma-
tion;

which practice or ufage hath been continued as to
all the faid hofpitals to the prefent time, fave and
except that the prefidents, treafurers, governors,
and officers of the [aid [everal hofpitals were for
Jome years appointed by certain commiffioners
authorized by his late majefty King Charles the
Second, for the regulation of the faid hofpitals:

and whereas great benefit has been derived to the
charitable inftitutions of the [aid hofpitals from [uch
mode of managing and conducting the fame, and
from the voluntary contributions, grants, bequefts,
and donations of the feveral perfons fo elected gov-
ernors aforefaid, and others:

and whereas difputes have arifen between the faid
mayor and commonalty and citizens, and the perfons
acting as governors of the faid hofpitals, touching
their refpective rights, powers, and privileges, in the
ordering, management, government, and difpofition
of the faid hofpitals, and the eftates, poffe[fions, and
revenues thereof;

and it is conceived to be for the mutual benefit of
the faid mayor and commonalty and citizens, and of
the faid hofpitals,

that all fuch difputes fhould ceafe, and be finally
and amicably [ettled, adjufted, and terminated, and

that the actual ordering, management, and govern-
ment of the [aid hofpitals repectively fhall for ever
hereafter be continued in the mayor and aldermen
of the faid city, together with the other perfons now
acting as governors, or hereafter to be elected as
Juch, in the ufual mode of election of governors at
the faid refpective hofpitals, and fuch of the com-
moners of the faid city as [hall be elected and chofen
in the manner hereafter to be hereby directed, with
Juch powers, rights, and privileges, to fuch ufes and
purpofes, and under and fubject to fuch reftrictions
and trufts, as are in the faid charters or letters patent,
and herein-after in thefe articles, expreffed and
contained:

now therefore thefe prefents witnefs, that, in order
to effectuate the [alutary purpofes herein-before
mentioned, it is hereby mutually and fully agreed and
declared by and between the faid parties to thefe
prefents in manner following; (that is to fay),
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First, That

the governors of the faid feveral hopitals of Saint
Bartholomew, Bethelem, Chrift, Bridewell, and
Saint Thomas the Apoftle, and every of them
named in the refpective lifts, delivered in upon
the twenty-firft day of September, one thoufand
Jeven hundred and eighty-one, being Saint Mat-
thew’s day, at Chrift’s Hofpital aforefaid, to the
town clerk of the city of London, by the order of
the lord mayor; and

alfo thofe governors who have been elected [ince
the delivery of fuch lifts, together with the lord
mayor and aldermen of the [aid city of London;
and

alfo the members of the faid court of common
council, to be nominated and appointed as herein-
after is mentioned,

for the time being, fhall be eftablifhed and confirmed
governors of [uch of the aforefaid hofpitals refpec-
tively, of which they

had been elected governors previous to the delivery
of fuch lifts as aforefaid, or

have been fince the delivery of fuch lifts, or in
future fhall be elected governors,

in fuch and the fame manner, and with fuch and the
Jame rights, privileges, powers, and authorities, as
any governors of the fame [everal hofpitals, or any of
them, at any time or times fince the fir[t e[tablifhment
or appointment of the annual meetings at Chrift’s
Hospital on Saint Matthew’s day, for the nomination,
election, or confirmation of governors of the faid
hofpitals refpectively, have, or could, or might, or
ought to have had, in the governing, ordering, man-
agement, and difpofition

of the bufinefs, affairs, or concerns of the faid
hoJpitals refpectively, and

of the real eftates and pofJeffions of every denom-
ination, and of the rents and revenues thereof; and

alfo of all and fingular the goods, chattels, and
perfonal eftate and effects whatfoever, of or be-
longing to the fame hopitals refpectively;

and fuch governors who have been fo already elect-
ed, and fuch governors as fhall be hereafter elected
at general courts or committees to be held for the faid
hofpitals refpectively, in fuch manner as fuch gover-
nors now are or ought to be elected or chofen by the
rules and orders now ufed and eftablifhed, or hereaf-
ter to be ufed and eftablifhed, in the faid hofpitals
refpectively, together with

the lord mayor and aldermen of the city of London
aforefaid, and

Fir[t arti-
cle.
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Second ar-
ticle.

the members of the faid court of common council
for the time being, to be nominated and appointed
as herein-after mentioned,

Jhall have good right, full power, and abfolute author-
ity, from time to time, and at all times hereafter,

to nominate, elect, and appoint, the prefidents,
treafurers, and all other officers and minifters of and
for the faid hofpitals refpectively, and

to do every other act, matter, and thing, acts, mat-
ters, and things, neceffary or expedient to be done
for the good government and conduct of the fame
Jeveral hofpitals, and in the management and
difpofition of the eftates real and perfonal of the
Jame refpectively,

as fully, amply, and effectually, to all intents and
purpofes, as the governors of the [ame ho/pitals
refpectively have at any time or times heretofore
acted in or about the government, management, and
difpofition of the fame, or in anywife relating thereto,
without the lawful fuit, hindrance, denial, interrup-
tion, moleftation, or difturbance, of or by any pefson
or perfons, bodies politick or corporate whom/oever
or whatfoever.

Secondly, That at all times hereafter, when and fo
often as it fhall or may be necefJary or expedient for
the mayor, aldermen, and other governors of the faid
ho|pitals refpectively, acting and to act as aforefaid,
to profecute, carry on or defend any f[uit or [uits,
diftrefs or diftre[Jes, ejectment or ejectments, or other
acts or proceedings either at law or in equity, touching
or concerning all or any of the poffeffions, rights,
titles, or revenues of the fame hofpitals, or any of
them, it fhall and may be lawful for the lord mayor,
aldermen, and other governors of the [aid hofpitals
refpectively, acting or to act as aforefaid, from time
to time, and at all times hereafter, on all fuch oc-
cafions, and for all or any of the purpofes aforefaid,
to ufe and affume the names, ftile, and title of the
mayor and commonalty and citizens of the city of
London,

as governors of the houfe of the poor commonly
called Saint Bartholomew’s Hofpital near Weft
Smithfield, London, of the foundation of King Hen-
ry the Eighth; and

as mafters, guardians, and governors of the houfe
and hofpital called Bethelem, [ituate without and
near to Bifhop/gate, of the faid city of London; and

as governors of the poffeffions, revenues, and
goods, of the hofpitals of Edward late King of
England the Sixth, of Chrift, Bridewell, and Saint
Thomas the Apoftle, or of such of the said hospitals
respectively,
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touching and concerning which, or the rights, title.
pofJfeffions, or revenues whereof, fuch fuit or fuits,
diftrefs or diftreffes, or other acts or proceedings as
aforefaid, fhall or may be commenced, made, or
profecuted;

and that in all cafes whatfoever wherein the name,
Jtile, or title, of the mayor and commonalty and
citizens of the faid city fhall be fo ufed or affumed
for any of the ufes or purpofes aforefaid, the cofts,
charges, damages, and expences, which fhall be in-
curred and fuftained by reafon or means of fuch fuit
or fuits, diftrefs or diftreffes, fhall be borne, paid, and
difburfed, by the treafurer for the time being of the
Jaid hofpitals refpectively, concerning which, or the
eftates, revenues, or pofJeffions whereof, [uch fuit or
Juits, diftrefs or diftrefJes, fhall be brought, profecut-
ed, or made, out of the general funds of the fame
hofpitals refpectively, or out of the rents and revenues
thereof;

and that the mayor and commonalty and citizens of
the faid city, and their refpective goods, chattels, and
eftates, and alfo the lands, tenements, eftates, and
pofJfeffions, belonging to them in their [eparate ca-
pacity, other than the eftates and poffeffions vefted
in them for the ufe and benefit of the faid [everal
hoJpitals, fhall be indemnified, protected, and [aved
harmlefs, from and againft all fuch cofts, damages,
and expences, to be incurred as aforefaid:

and further, that in cafe the treafurers of the faid
hofpitals refpectively, for or concerning which, or the
eftates or revenues whereof, fuch [uit or fuits (hall at
any time hereafter be brought and profecuted, or fuch
diftrefs or diftreffes fhall be made, Jhall refufe or
neglect to make [uch payments as aforefaid; and the
mayor and commonalty and citizens, and his or their
refpective eftates, or the eftates or revenues which
they enjoy in their corporate capacity, other than the
eftates and revenues vefted in them for the benefit of
the faid hofpitals refpectively, fhall become charged
with the payment of fuch cofts, charges, damages,
and expences, as aforefaid; that then and in fuch cafe,
and as often as it fhall fo happen, it (hall and may be
lawful to and for the said mayor and commonalty and
citizens of the Jaid city to enter into and upon any of
the faid lands, tenements, hereditaments, and reve-
nues, belonging to any of the faid hofpitals, in refpect
of which any fuch actions or fuits fhall be brought,
and whereof the legal intereft is become vefted in
them under or by virtue of the feveral charters granted
to them by King Henry the Eighth and Edward the
Sixth, or either of them, and to hold and enjoy the
Jame, and receive and take the rents and profits
thereof, until the fum for which they or their eftates
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Third arti-

cle.

Fourth ar-
ticle.

Jhall become fo charged fhall be fully paid and [atis-
fied, and no longer.

Thirdly, That the feal of or belonging to the afore-
Jaid hofpitals fhall

be reftored to the chamber of the faid city of Lon-
don, and

be kept as heretofore by the chamberlain of the
Jame city for the time being, in a purfe or box [ealed
with the feals of the lord mayor of the faid city for
the time being, and any of the aldermen of the fame
city who fhall be prefent at any time or times that
the fame [eal fhall be ufed;

and that all leafes which fhall at any time or times
hereafter be made or granted of any of the lands,
tenements, or hereditaments, of or belonging to the
aforefaid [everal hofpitals, or any of them, and all and
every other deeds, prefentations, and other inftru-
ments whatfoever relating to or concerning the fame
hofpitals, or the eftates, revenues, and poffeffions
thereof refpectively, (after the fame fhall have been
examined, approved, and [igned, by the prefidents or
treasurers, and fuch a competent number of the alder-
men and other governors of fuch of the faid refpective
hofpitals, to which such leafes, deeds, or inftruments,
Jhall relate or concern, as have been ufed and accuf-
tomed to examine, approve, and fign the fame[)],
Jhall be left at the chamberlain’s office aforefaid, for
the aforefaid feal of the faid hofpitals to be affixed
thereto, with fuch docquet or writing explaining the
purport of [uch leafes, deeds, or inftruments, fo to be
left at the faid office, in fuch manner and form as
heretofore was and has been ufed and accuftomed in
that behalf,

and the [ame leafes and writings fo to be left as
aforefaid, fhall thereupon be fealed with the [aid feal
ofthe aforefaid hofpitals in the next court of aldermen
or of common council, whichever fhall firft happen,
without any reading, addition, examination, or alter-
ation of the fame.

Fourthly, That the faid court of common council
Jhall or may, at their firft court to be held after the
twenty-fitft day of December now next enfuing, or at
any [ubfequent court, nominate and appoint forty-
eight perfons (being members of the court of common
council of the faid city), out of which number the
names of

twelve [hall be fent to Saint Bartholomew’s Ho/pi-
tal,

twelve to the united hofpitals of Bridewell and
Bethelem,

twelve to Christ’s Ho/pital, and
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twelve to Saint Thomas Ho/pital,
to be governors thereof refpectively;

and that fuch names Jhall be entered in the books
of the faid hofpitals, and in the lifts of the governors
thereof refpectively, in the order in which they fhall
be Jo fent;

and they and every of them Jhall from thenceforth
be governors of the faid refpective hofpitals, and fhall
act as fuch in all matters relative to the faid hofpitals
refpectively, for fo long time, and for fo many years
JuccefJively, as they refpectively fhall continue to be
members of the faid court of common council, or fhall
be re-elected as fuch members of the [aid court;

and they, and each and every of them, fhall have
and enjoy the like privileges, benefits, and advantag-
es, which the other governors of the faid hofpitals (not
being aldermen) have had and enjoyed, or now enjoy;

and that when and as often as any one or more of
the faid twelve members of the faid court of common
council, whofe names fhall be fent to any or either of
the faid hofpitals as aforefaid, [hall die, or ceafe to be
a member or members of the faid court of common
council, or fhall not be re-elected into fuch office, the
Jaid court of common council fhall and may nominate
and appoint another perfon, or other perfons, being a
member or members of the [aid court, in the place or
Jtead of him or them Jo dying, or ceafing to be of the
common council, or who fhall not be re-elected;

and fo and in like manner, when and as often as any
new governor, to be nominated and fent to any of the
Jaid hofpitals as aforefaid, [hall die, or ceafe to be a
member of the said court of common council, and
Jhall not be re-elected into [uch office, the [aid court
of common council

Jhall or may nominate and appoint another perfon
or other perfons, being a member or members of the
Jaid court, in the place or ftead of the governor or
governors laft mentioned, and

Jhall and may in like manner fill up all future
vacancies which fhall happen,

Jo as that twelve members of the faid court of com-
mon council, and no more, [o nominated and fent to
the faid feveral hofpitals as aforefaid, may for the
time being, and for ever hereafter, be governors in
each of the faid hofpitals of Saint Bartholomew,
Chrift, and Saint Thomas the Apofile; and alfo that
twelve members of the faid common council may be
governors of the [aid united hofpitals of Bridewell
and Bethelem;

and all and every the perfon and perfons from time
to time to be chofen by the faid court of common
council, upon any [uch vacancy as aforefaid, (after
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Provifo.

his or their name or names fhall be fent to the faid
hoJpital or hofpitals where fuch vacancy or vacancies
refpectively fhall happen), fhall or may act as gover-
nors of the fame ho|pitals refpectively, and be entitled
to the like privileges and advantages as the governors
fir[tto be chofen and fent by the faid common council
as aforefaid.

Provided, That nothing herein contained fhall prej-
udice the rights of fuch members of the court of
common council as now are governors of any of the
Jaid hoJpitals, or fhall hereafter become Jo, by elec-
tion or nomination of the governors of fuch ho/pital,
in the manner heretofore ufed and accuftomed, over
and befides the twelve members of the faid court who
Jhall be governors by virtue of this agreement.

And, laftly, for removing all doubts touching the
obfervance and performance of this agreement, and
of the matters and things herein contained, by all the
parties hereto, and their fuccefJors, itis hereby further
agreed by and between all the parties aforefaid, That
this prefent agreement, and all and every the matters
and things herein contained, (hall be humbly fubmit-
ted to the confideration and confirmation of the leg-
iflature, fo as that the fame may, under the prefent
application to parliament for a bill for eftablifhing
and confirming the prefent governors of the refpec-
tive hofpitals of Saint Bartholomew, Bethelem,
Chrift, Bridewell, and Saint Thomas the Apoftle, of
royal foundation, in the exercife and enjoyment of all
Juch acts, powers, and privileges, relating to the faid
hofpitals, and the eftates and revenues thereof, as are
therein expreffed, and for the other purpofes therein
mentioned; or otherwife, be eftablifhed and con-
firmed by the authority of an act of parliament, with
Juch faving claufe as is ufual in cafes of the like
nature, if the legiflature [hall fo think fit.

In witnefs whereof, to one part of thefe articles, the
Jaid mayor and commonalty and citizens of the faid
city, as [uch governors as aforefaid, have caufed their
common [eal, ufed for the eftates and concerns of the
Jaid hofpitals, to be affixed: and to the other part
thereof'the faid Thomas Harley, John Darker, Robert
Alfop, Thomas Burfoot, Richard Clarke, Samuel
Plumbe, and Edward Jefferies, efquires, and the [ev-
eral other perfons now acting as fuch governors, as
aforefaid, whofe hands and feals are hereunto [et on
behalf of themfelves and others acting as fuch gover-
nors, have [everally and refpectively [et their hands
and [eals the fifteenth day of June, in the year of our
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-two.

And whereas it is conceived, that it will be
greatly for the benefit of the aforefaid [everal royal
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hofpitals, and tend to reftore and eftablifh the
permanent peace and good government of the
Jame refpectively, if the [aid agreement could be
confirmed and rendered valid and effectual; but
inafmuch as the fame cannot be done without the
aid and authority of an act of parliament, your
Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjects, the may-
or and commonalty and citizens of London, gov-
ernors of the pofJeffions, revenues, and goods, of
the aforefaid hofpitals, and the prefidents, treafur-
ers, and acting governors of the faid [everal royal
hofpitals refpectively, do moft humbly befeech
your Majefty that it may be enacted; and be it
enacted by the King’s moft excellent majefty, by
and with the advice and confent of the lords
Jpiritual and temporal, and commons, in this pref-
ent parliament affembled, and by the authority of
the fame,

That the [aid articles of agreement, dated the fif-
teenth day of June, one thoufand feven hundred
and eighty-two, and herein-before Jet forth, and
all and every the covenants, claufes, provifoes,
Jtipulations, and agreements therein contained,
Jhall be, and the fame are hereby ratified, con-
firmed, and eftablifhed, according to the tenor,
purport, and true intent and meaning of the fame.

II. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That, for rendering the [aid articles of
agreement more effectual for the [everal purpofes
therein mentioned, the faid mayor and common-
alty and citizens of the faid city of London, and all
other the parties thereto, fhall obferve and perform
the feveral matters and things therein contained,
not only as governors of the pofJe[fions, revenues,
and goods, of the hofpitals of Edward King of
England the Sixth, of Chrift, Bridewell, and Saint
Thomas the Apoftle, but alfo as governors of the
house of the poor in Weft Smithfield near London,
of the foundation of King Henry the Eighth, and
as mafters, keepers, and governors, of the afore-
Jaid houfe and hofpital called Bethelem, as fully
and effectually, to all intents and purpofes, as if
the faid mayor and commonalty and citizens had
been defcribed in the faid articles of agreement by
the refpective corporate names herein-before
mentioned.

III. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That

[I] The faid
articles of

agreement
are hereby
confirmed

and eftab-

lifhed.

The arti-
cles to ex-
tend to St.
Barthole-
mew’s and
Bethelem
hofpitals.

Publick
act.
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General
Javing.

this act [hall be taken and allowed to be a publick
act in all courts within the kingdom of Great
Britain; and

all judges and juftices of the peace are hereby
required to take notice thereof as Juch, without
Jpecially pleading the fame.

IV. Saving always to the King’s moft excellent
majefty, liis heirs and fuccefJors, and to the mayor
and commonalty and citizens of the Jaid city of
London, and to all and every other perfon and
perfons, bodies politick and corporate, his, her,
and their heirs, fucceffors, executors, and admin-
iftrators, all fuch eftate, right, title, intereft, prop-
erty, claim or demand whatfoever, which they or
any of them had, claimed, exercifed, or enjoyed,
before the paffing of this act, except only as to fuch
rights, interefts, and claims, of the faid mayor and
commonalty and citizens of the [aid city of Lon-
don, and of the perfons now and heretofore acting
as governors of the faid hoJpitals refpectively, as
are given up, altered, modified, and taken away,
by virtue of this act, or of the agreement above
recited, and by this act confirmed.
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