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[1] Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and
Commonalty of the City of London to King
Henry the Eighth, in the 30th year of his
reign, 1538.

ur moʃt redoughted puyʃʃant and myghty
prynce  our moʃt drad  belovyd and naturall

Soveraign lorde
We your poore  humble and moʃt obedyent

Subjectꝭ  the Mayre  Aldermen and Comminaltye
of your Citye and chamber of London  dayly con-
ʃyderyng and evermore and more քerceyvyng by
your vertuouʃe begynnyngꝭ and charitable ꝓroce-
dyngꝭ in all your affayres  that your majeʃtie Royall
ys the elect and choʃen veʃʃell of god  by whome
not alonely hys true worde ys and shalbe set forthe
and utteryd accordyng to the truthe and verytie of
the Same but alʃo to be the Self Same քerson
whome god hath conʃtytuted and ordeignyd bothe
to redreʃʃe and reforme all crymes  offences and
enormytyes beyng repugnant to hys doctryne or to
the detryment of the common welth and hurte of
poore people beyng your naturall Subjectꝭ  and
alʃo to See and vigillantly to ꝓrovyde for the refor-
macion of the Same

Whiche your godly and goʃtly mynde with your
charytable ꝓrocedyng yn all cauʃes Dothe not a
lytell animate and encourage us your ʃayd orators
to ʃue to your grace with moʃt humble harte for two
petycions  very neceʃʃary as we thynke for the
commen welth and the ꝓroffytt and commodytie of
your Cyttzyns and all other repayryng to your
Cytie.

he fyrst ys for the ayde and comforte of the
poore  Sykke  blynde  aged and impotent

քersones  beyng not hable to helpe theym Selffꝭ
nor havyng any place certeyn wheryn they may be
lodged  cheryʃʃhed and refreʃʃhcd tyll they be
cured and holpen of theyre dyʃeaʃes and Sykneʃʃe

For the helpe of the Sayd poore people  we
enforme your grace that there be nere and withyn
the Cytye of London three hoʃpytallꝭ or Spytellꝭ

[1] Journal of the Common Council of the city of London, vol 14, fo 129r,
129v, 130r; London Archives COL/CC/01/01/014. Also printed in
Memoranda, References and Documents relating to The Royal Hospi-
tals of the City of London, London: Reprinted by Benjamin Pardon,
1863, Appendix No 1, pp 1-4. Unknown date, but probably early in the
lord mayor Sir Richard Gresham’s term—perhaps 1 January 1538.

O

T

commenly called Saynt Mary Spytell  Saynt Bart-
ylmewes Spytell and Saynt Thomas Spyttell  and
one Abbey callyd the Newe Abbey at Tower Hyll
fownded of good devocion by Auncyent fathers
and endowed with great poʃʃeʃʃions and rentꝭ
onely for the Relyeff  comforte and ayde of the
poore and indygent people not beyng hable to
helpe theym Selffꝭ  and not to the mayntenance of
preeʃtes  chanons and monks carnally lyvyng as
they of late have Doon  nothyng regardyng the
myʃerable people lyeng in the Streete  offendyng
every clene քerʃon paʃʃyng by the way with theyre
fylthye and naʃtye Savors

Wherfore it may pleaʃe your mercyfull goodnes
ever enclyned to pytie and compaʃʃyon for the
Relyef of cryʃtes very Images  creatyd to hys owne
Symlytude  to order and eʃtablyʃhe by graunte or
otherwyse, by your moʃt vertuous and Sage dyʃ-
crecion  that the mayre and hys brethren of your
cytye of London or Suche other as ʃhall stande with
your moʃt gracyous favor ʃhall and may from henʃ-
furthe have the order  rule  dyspoʃicion and gov-
ernance of all the Sayd hoʃpytalls and Abbey  with
the rentꝭ and revenous apքerteynyng to the Same
for the onely relyeff of the poore  Sykke and nedy
քerʃones  truʃtyng that your grace ʃhall facylye
քerceyve that where nowe a Smalle nombre of
chanons  preeʃtes and monks be founden for theyr
owne Synguler ꝓroffytt  lucre and commodytye
onely and not for the common utyllytye of thys
your Royalme  a greatter nombre of poore  nedy
Sykke and indygent քerʃones ʃhalbe refreʃʃhcd
maynteyned comforted  fownde  heled and cured
of theyre infyrmytyes  frankely and frely  by phiʃi-
cions Surgeons & Appotycaryes whiche ʃhall
have Stypende  Salary and wages onely to attende
for that entent and purpoʃe  ʃo that all impotent
քerʃones not hable to labor ʃhalbe releved by
reaʃon of the Sayd hoʃpitalles and Abbey  and all
Sturdy beggers not wyllyng to labor ʃhalbe pun-
iʃʃhed  ʃo that with goddꝭ grace fewe or no քer-
ʃones ʃhalbe Seene abrode to begge or aske
almeʃʃe;

for the whyche doyng your grace ʃhall not alone-
ly meryt more toward god and your people than
any of your moʃt noble ꝓrogenitors whiche have
fownded ʃo many Abbeys but alʃo ʃhall have the
name of the conʃervator  ꝓrotector and defender of
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the poore people with theyre contynuall prayer for
the helth  welth and ꝓroʃperytye of your highnes
and the noble prynce your Sonne yn honor and
felycytye longe to endure

ur Second petycion ys for the avoydyng of
the great Infeccion and other inconvenyencꝭ

that be lyke to happen to your Cytezyns and all
others repayryng to your Sayd Cytye and chamber
of London  by reaʃon of the great multytude of
people  Some Sykke  Some hole  whiche dayly
reʃorte to the ᵱaryshe churches withyn your Sayd
Cytye  to the great noyʃance of the ᵱaryʃʃheners
and Inhabytantꝭ of the Same  whiche Suffyce not
to receyve all the people comyng to the Sayd
paryʃʃhe chyrches

For the redreʃʃe of the Same  pleaʃyth yt your
highnes to call to your pryncely remembrance that
where certayn relygyous քerʃones late callyd
Freers  fownded by the byʃʃhop of Rome  hys
uʃurped Authorytye and not of goddes worde
under color of Symplicitie and wylfull povertie
have ꝓrocured theym Selffes houʃes  churches and
other places withyn thys your Sayd Cytye  by rea-
ʃon of whoʃe ample and large chyrches there was
no ꝓrovyʃyon made yn the poore and ʃmalle ᵱar-
yʃʃhe churches for Severing of Sykke and infected
քerʃones from the hole  and Sondry people conʃy-
deryng that in the chyrches of the Said Freers were
maʃʃes erely and at all howres  and the Sayd
chyrches large and brode  At whiche tyme the
Sayd քerʃones infectyd dyd commonly thether
reʃorte without daunger of other

Nowe  Syth yt hath pleaʃed god to revelle to your
Majeʃtye the truthe of hys bleʃʃyd worde and to
քerceyve and knowe theyr Symulate Sanctytye
and covered flatteryng  and accordyng to theyre
demerytes  lyke a moʃt godly  catholyke and ver-
tuous prynce  have extirped and extinct the Sayd
orders of Freers  to the great exaltacion of crystes
doctryne and the abolucion of Antecriʃte  theyr
fyrʃt founder and begynner  to your high lawde
prayʃe and commendacion  ʃo that nowe all the
Sayd howʃes and chyrches of Freers remayn va-
cant and voy

Wherefore may yt pleaʃe your grace of your moʃt
vertuous inclynacion  whiche never Seaʃyth to
here the humble peticions of your Subjectꝭ  to
conʃyder that the fowre churches of late belong-
yng to the Grey  Blak  White and Auguʃtyne Freers
be the moʃt ample churches withyn your Sayd
Cytye (powles onely except) and moʃte ꝓropice
and mete for goddes worde to be preched in & holy
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ʃcrypture to be redde in  and alʃo for all ʃtrangers resorting to
your Sayd Cytie and to here maʃʃe yn without dyʃtur-
byng of the ᵱaryʃʃheners of the Small ᵱaryʃʃhes

For the whiche consyderacion and other conʃy-
deracions ᵱartyculerly Folowyng  may yt pleaʃe
your highneʃʃe to gyve to the Sayd Mayre and
Cominaltye  the churches and Scituacions and all
the landes and tenementꝭ withyn the precinct of the
Sayd howʃes lately called the Grey  Blak  Whyte
and Auguʃtyne Freers  And they with your moʃt
gracyous aʃʃent ʃhall devyse Suche an order that
god ʃhalbe devoutly Served withyn the Sayd
howʃes and hys holly worde truely and Syncerely
preched withyn the Sayd churches  to hys high
glory and your great honor forever

The inconvenyences that happen by reaʃon
there ys no ʃervyce nor maʃʃes ʃayde withyn the
ʃayd foure churches lately belongyng to the
ʃayd iiij orders of freers

yrʃt  every ᵱaryʃʃhe churche ys edyfyed
alonly for the ᵱaryʃʃhe and hath aʃ many of

the ᵱarochianers aʃ yt can convenyently con-
teyne

~ Alʃo in the ᵱarlyament or terme tyme reʃor-
teth ʃuche nombre to thys Cytye that yf every
քerʃon reʃortyng to thys Cytye ʃhulde comme
to the ᵱaryʃʃhe churches  the ᵱarochianers
ʃhulde be put owte of theyre pewes and the
churche peʃtered with people

~ Alʃo wekely carryers  fyʃʃhers and otherӡ uʃ-
yng unʃavery facions reʃortyng to the Cytye
dayly do peʃter the churches  whiche were
wonte to reʃorte to the places aforeʃayd

~ Alʃo merchants eʃtrangers commyng owte of
all realmes reʃortyng to ᵱaryʃʃhe churches  be
ʃo loked and gaʃed upon that neyther they nor
the ᵱarochianers can ʃerve god quyetly

~ Alʃo yn the tyme of peʃtylence  for ʃuche as
walke and be recovered  there ys no remedy
but to goo to the ᵱaryʃʃhe churches  whiche
were wonte to goo to the freers  where ys
large Rowme

~ Alʃo every vittayller and purveyor can not
tarry the ᵱaryʃʃhe maʃʃe on the holy day
becauʃe yt begynnyth but at vj or vij of the
clok  whiche were wonte to have maʃʃe at v
and iiij of the clok in the ʃayd freers

~ Alʃo noble men and gentylmen reʃortyng to
the Cytye can here no maʃʃe but yn ᵱaryʃʃhe
churches and that at howres appoynted  ʃo

F



City of London’s petitions to take over unused monastic 
hospitals and churches, 1538

Pétitions en 1538 de la ville de Londres pour reprendre
les hôpitaux et les églises monastiques inutilisés

Legal History Collectibles
[Date: 1538.1.1]

Vestiges d’histoire juridique
[Date : 1.1.1538]15380101Petition_London hospitals.fm

3

that your grace ʃomtymes ʃhall lak Attend-
ance

~ Alʃo bakers  bruers  carriors and all քerʃones
that ʃhulde labor yerely  and ʃuche as come
to the Cytye  knowe where to have maʃʃe and
to gyve thankes to god  and nowe all gentyl-
men merchants ʃtrangers and all others repay-
ryng to the Cytie be uncerteyn where to
reʃorte to here maʃʃe  for polles ys ʃo peʃtured
with people nowe yn the wynter that yt ys
doughtfull what wyll folowe thereof yn the
ʃommer

——————


