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[1]

11 & 12 W. 3. 
c. 4. § 1-4.

HEREAS it is expedient to repeal certain
Proviʃions in an Act of the Eleventh and

Twelfth Years of the Reign of King William the
Third, intituled, An Act for the further preventing
the Growth of Popery, [2] whereby certain Penal-
ties and Diʃabilities are impoʃed on Perʃons pro-
feʃʃing the Popiʃh Religion:

May it pleaʃe Your Majeʃty that it may be enact-
ed; and be it enacted by the King’s Moʃt Excellent
Majeʃty, by and with the Advice and Conʃent of
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons,
in this preʃent Parliament aʃʃembled, and by the
Authority of the ʃame, That

[I.] ʃo much of the ʃaid Act as relates to the appre-
hending, taking or proʃecuting, of Popiʃh
Biʃhops, Prieʃts or Jeʃuits; and
alʃo ʃo much of the ʃaid Act as ʃubjects Popiʃh
Biʃhops, Prieʃts or Jeʃuits, and Papiʃts, or
Perʃons profeʃʃing the Popiʃh Religion, and

keeping School, or
taking upon themʃelves the Education or Gov-
ernment or Boarding of Youth,

within this Realm, or the Dominions thereto
belonging, to perpetual Impriʃonment; and
alʃo ʃo much of the ʃaid Act as

[1] [Source: Statutes at Large, Raithby (1811), vol 14 pp 389-391; also Pickering
(1778), vol 32 pp 152-154. This act was passed (received royal assent) on 3 June
1778 and under the legal doctrine of the time it would have been deemed to have
come into force retroactively on 20 November 1777, the date of commencement
of the session. Cited unofficially as the (first) Roman Catholic Relief Act, or the
Papists Act, of 1778, or as Sir George Savile’s act. Repealed by The Promissory
Oaths Act, 1871, 34 & 35 V c 48 s 1 Sch 1 Pt I.]

[2] [Popery Act of 1698]

W diʃables Perʃons educated in the Popiʃh Reli-
gion, or profeʃʃing the ʃame, under the Cir-
cumʃtances therein mentioned, to inherit or
take by Deʃcent, Deviʃe or Limitation, in
Poʃʃeʃʃion, Reverʃion or Remainder, any
Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments within the
Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales and
Town of Berwick upon Tweed, and
gives to the next of Kin, being a Proteʃtant, a
Right to have and enjoy ʃuch Lands, Tene-
ments and Hereditaments; and

alʃo ʃo much of the ʃaid Act as
diʃables Papiʃts, or Perʃons profeʃʃing the Pop-
iʃh Religion, to purchaʃe any Manors, Lands,
Profits out of Lands, Tenements, Rents, Terms
or Hereditaments, within the Kingdom of Eng-
land, Dominion of Wales or town of Berwick
upon Tweed, and
makes void all and ʃingular Eʃtates, Terms and
other Intereʃts or Profits whatʃoever out of
Lands, to be made, ʃuffered or done from and
after the Day therein mentioned,

to or for the Uʃe or Behoof of any ʃuch Perʃon
or Perʃons, or
upon any Truʃt or Confidence, mediately or
immediately, for the Relief of any ʃuch
Perʃon or Perʃons;

repealed.ʃhall be, and the ʃame, and every Clauʃe and
Matter and thing hereinbefore mentioned, is and
are hereby repealed.

[STATUTES OF GREAT BRITAIN, 1778] [1]

[Anno decimo octavo Georgii III. c. 60.]

CAP. LX.
An Act for relieving His Majeʃty’s Subjects profeʃʃing the Popiʃh

Religion from certain Penalties and Diʃabilities impoʃed on them by
an Act made in the Eleventh and Twelfth Years of the Reign of King
William tbe Third, intituled, An Act for the further preventing the
Growth of Popery.
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Proviʃo for
Titles not 
hitherto
litigated;

II. And be it enacted by the Authority aforeʃaid,
That every Perʃon and Perʃons having or claiming
any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, under
Titles not hitherto litigated, though derived from
any Deʃcent, Deviʃe, Limitation or Purchaʃe, ʃhall
have, take, hold and enjoy the ʃame, as if the ʃaid
Act, or any thing therein contained, had not been
made; any thing in the ʃaid Act contained to the
contrary notwithʃtanding.

for Action
depending, 
&c.

III. Provided always, and be it enacted, That
nothing herein contained ʃhall extend, or be con-
ʃtrued to affect any Action or Suit now depending,
which ʃhall be proʃecuted with Effect and without
Delay.

IV. Provided alʃo, That nothing herein contained
ʃhall extend, or be conʃtrued to extend, to any
Perʃon or Perʃons but ʃuch

who ʃhall, within the Space of Six Calendar
Months after the paʃʃing of this Act, or of accru-
ing of his, her or their Title, being of the Age of
Twenty one Years, or
who,

for Infants, being under the Age of Twenty one Years,
ʃhall, within Six Months after he or ʃhe ʃhall
attain the Age of Twenty one Years, or

Lunatics, &c. being of unʃound Mind, or in Priʃon, or beyond
the Seas, then within Six Months after ʃuch
Diʃability removed,

take and ʃubʃcribe an Oath in the Words follow-
ing:

Oath. A. B. do ʃincerely promiʃe and ʃwear, That I
will be faithful and bear true Allegiance to His

Majeʃty King George the Third, and him will
defend, to the utmoʃt of my Power, againʃt all
Conʃpiracies and Attempts whatever that ʃhall
be made againʃt his Perʃon, Crown or Dignity;

and I will do my utmoʃt Endeavour to diʃcloʃe
and make known to His Majeʃty, his Heirs and
Succeʃʃors, all Treaʃons and traiterous Conʃpira-
cies which may be formed againʃt him or them;

and I do faithfully promiʃe to maintain, ʃupport
and defend, to the utmoʃt of my Power, the
Succeʃʃion of the Crown in His Majeʃty’s Fam-
ily, againʃt any Perʃon or Perʃons whatʃoever;
hereby utterly renouncing and abjuring any Obe-
dience or Allegiance

I

unto the Perʃon taking upon himʃelf the Stile
and Title of Prince of Wales, in the Lifetime of
his Father, and who, ʃince his Death, is ʃaid to
have aʃʃumed the Stile and Title of King of
Great Britain, by the Name of Charles the
Third, and
to any other Perʃon claiming or pretending a
Right to the Crown of theʃe Realms;
and I do ʃwear, that I do reject and deteʃt, as an

unchriʃtian and impious Poʃition, That it is law-
ful to murder or deʃtroy any Perʃon or Perʃons
whatʃoever, for or under Pretence of their being
Heretics; and alʃo that unchriʃtian and impious
Principle, That no Faith is to be kept with Here-
tics:

I further declare, that it is no Article of my
Faith, and that I do renounce, reject and abjure
the Opinion, That Princes excommunicated by
the Pope and Council, or by any Authority of the
See of Rome, or by any Authority whatʃoever,
may be depoʃed or murdered by their Subjects,
or any Perʃon whatʃoever:

And I do declare, that I do not believe that the
Pope of Rome, or any other foreign Prince, Prel-
ate, State or Potentate, hath, or ought to have any
temporal or civil Juriʃdiction, Power, Superiori-
ty or Pre-eminence, directly or indirectly, within
this Realm.

And I do ʃolemnly, in the Preʃence of God,
profeʃs, teʃtify and declare, That I do make this
Declaration, and every Part thereof, in the plain
and ordinary Senʃe of the Words of this Oath;

without any Evaʃion, Equivocation or mental
Reʃervation whatever, and
without any Diʃpenʃation already granted by
the Pope, or any Authority of the See of Rome,
or any Perʃon whatever; and
without thinking that I am or can be acquitted
before God or Man, or abʃolved of this Decla-
ration, or any Part thereof, although the Pope,
or any other Perʃons or Authority whatʃoever,
ʃhall diʃpenʃe with or annul the ʃame, or de-
clare that it was null or void.

What Courts 
may admin-
iʃter Oath.

Which Oath it ʃhall be competent
to His Majeʃty’s High Court of Chancery, or
to any of
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His Majeʃty’s Courts of Record at Weʃt-
minʃter,
the Courts of Great Seʃʃions within the Prin-
cipality of Wales and County Palatine of
Cheʃter,
the Courts of Chancery or Common Pleas
within the Counties Palatine of Lancaʃter and
Durham, or

to any Court of General or Quarter-Seʃʃions of
the Peace of any County, Riding, Liberty, City,
Borough, Town or Place in the Kingdom of
England, or in the Principality of Wales,

to adminiʃter,
and they are hereby required to adminiʃter the

ʃame accordingly;
Regiʃter. of the taking and ʃubʃcribing of which Oaths a

Regiʃter ʃhall be kept and preʃerved, in the manner
preʃcribed by the Laws now in being requiring
Oaths from Perʃons taking Offices or Employ-
ments.

Proviʃo for 
Popiʃh 
Biʃhops, &c.

V. Provided always, and it is hereby enacted and
declared, That nothing in this Act contained ʃhall
extend, or be conʃtrued to extend to any Popiʃh
Biʃhop, Prieʃt, Jeʃuit or Schoolmaʃter, who ʃhall
not have taken and ʃubʃcribed the above Oath in
the above Words, before he ʃhall have been appre-
hended or any Proʃecution commenced againʃt
him.

——————


